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Elderly  Man 
Trapped  in 
Fatal  Fire 
on  22nd  St. 

By  Barbara  Van  Kuyk 

Fire  claimed  the  life  of  Noe  Valley 
resident  John  F.  McMurray  last  month, 
despite  rescue  attempts  that  fell  mo- 
ments short  of  saving  the  75-year-old 
man. 

The  sound  of  crashing  glass  alerted 
neighbors  to  the  blaze  at  about  9: 15  p.m. 
Feb.  16,  when  the  first-floor  windows  of 
the  house  at  4041  22nd  St.  blew  out  and 
tell  to  the  sidewalk.  Seeing  flames  shoot 
through  the  window  frames,  neighbors 
immediately  phoned  the  fire  department, 
then  ran  outside  and  started  to  drag  their 
garden  hoses  toward  the  small  wood- 
frame  house. 

Jack  Wilson,  who  lives  across  the 
street,  said  he  and  a  friend.  Mark 
Freeman,  tried  in  vain  to  save  their  el- 
derly neighbor.  Freeman,  who  at  35 
wejghs  120  pounds,  forced  McMurray 's 
front  door  open  by  ramming  his  body 
agMu&t  it,  Wilson  said  "It  got  his 
adrenalin  going,  and  the  door  kind  of 
popped  open." 

Once  inside  the  house.  Wilson.  40. 
crouched  close  to  ihe  carpel  to  avoid  the 
dense  smoke  and  started  calling  for 
McMurray. 

"I  crawled  in  the  hallway  up  to  the  first 
room  where  the  fire  was.  and  I  was  call- 
ing out  his  name."  Wilson  said. 

"He  was  aware  that  someone  was 
coming  to  him  I  heard  him  respond,  but 
he  wasn't  saying  anything  intelligible.  It 
was  kind  of  like  a  groaning,  and  it  was 
all  muffled. 

Continued  on  Page  4 


Noe  Valley  was  shaken  by  two  tragic  incidents  last  month,  including  a  fire  Feb.  16  that 
took  the  life  of  long-time  22nd  Street  resident  John  McMurray.  A  few  days  earlier,  a 
woman  and  her  4-month-old  son  were  brutally  murdered  in  their  Alvurado  Street  home. 


-Mixing  Music  and  Marriage- 


Neighborhood 
Stunned  by 
Alvarado 
Slayings 


By  Bill  Yard 

To  a  casual  observer,  everything 
seems  normal  at  Alvarado  and  Diamond 
On  a  recent  balmy  evening,  two  boys  put 
down  their  school  books  to  toss  a 
baseball  back  and  forth.  In  front  ol  a 
large  stucco  apartment  building,  a  com- 
muter, laden  with  groceries,  paused  to 
chat  with  his  neighbor. 

On  the  morning  of  Feb.  15.  however, 
the  air  of  complacency  at  the  corner  of 
Alvarado  and  Diamond  disintegrated  In- 
side the  StUCCO  apartment  building,  at  X 
a.m..  according  to  police.  Gregory 
Hamilton.  36.  phoned  the  911  emer- 
gency dispatcher  His  girlfriend,  Chris- 
tine Gepalaga.  25.  and  their  4-month- 
old  sim.  Greg  Jr. .  lay  dying  at  his  feet. 

I  cut  their  throats.-'  Hamilton  report- 
edly told  the  dispalchcr.  He  had  sin  his 
own  throat  as  well. 

PoMce  converging  on  the  scene  lound 
the  Family  in  the  hallway  ol  the  two- 
bedroom  apartment  at  690  Alvarado  St. 
While  the  bodies  of  mother  and  child 
were  removed  by  coroner's  deputies 
Hamilton  was  taken  lo  San  rrancisco 
General  Hospital  to  undergo  surgery  lor 
his  self-inflicted  wounds  During  sub- 
sequent questioning  at  the  hospital, 
Hamilton  denied  responsibility  for  the 
murders  while  maintaining  he  had  at- 
tempted suicide 

At  press  time.  Hamilton  remained  in 
custody  in  the  hospital's  security  ward, 
his  trial  on  two  counts  ol  murder  post- 
poned until  at  least  March  4  Thomas 
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A  'Pitts'  Chanteuse  and  Her  Mobius  Man 


By  Jeff  Kaliss 

It  was  an  hour  before  showtime  on 
Feb.  15.  and  the  Great  American  Music 
Hall  was  abuzz  with  anticipation  and  the 
electric  rustling  of  sound  equipment. 
The  occasion  was  the  recording  of  a  live 
performance  of  rock  and  roll  classics  by 
the  Zasu  Pitts  Memorial  Orchestra. 

Downstairs,  the  Pitts,  as  the  group  is 
affectionately  known,  prepared  them- 
selves in  two  large  rooms,  the  men  jok- 
ing, blowing  nervous  instrumental  riffs 
and  scarfing  down  carbohydrates,  the 
women  squeezing  into  their  period  cos- 
tumes and  spraying,  powdering,  and 
painting  their  bodies. 

Upstairs,  the  early  arrivals  quickly 
commandeered  the  tables  or  arrayed 
themselves  along  the  balcony  rail  like 
Romans  at  the  Coliseum. 

A  leggy,  large-eyed  lady  in  a  black 
mini-skirt  and  pink  heels  chatted  her  way 
through  the  gathering  crowd.  Friendly 
and  relaxed,  she  might  have  been  Qiist'a- 
ken  for  a  waitress  In  fact,  she  was  Noe 
Valley's  Annette  Di  Cicco,  one-fourth  of 


the  Pitts'  powerhouse  female  front  line. 

And  the  dark,  intense  guy  scurrying 
around  the  stage,  positioning  mikes  and 
flicking  switches,  was  Oliver  Di  Cicco, 
Annette's  husband,  Grammy  nominee, 
and  proprietor  of  Mobius  Music  at  San- 
chez and  29th  Streets  (where  the  Pitts' 
album  would  later  be  mixed  ). 

Once  You  Get  Started 

The  Di  Ciccos  are  the  paradigm  of  an 
active,  mutually  supportive  show  biz 
couple.  But  when  Annette  and  Oliver 
first  met  in  1977,  the  Zasu  Pitts  Memo- 
rial Orchestra  was  as  yet  unformed,  and 
Mobius  was  still  an  unknown  eight-track 
studio. 

Six  years  earlier  Oliver  had  migrated 
to  San  Francisco  from  the  Fast  Coast, 
where  he'd  studied  electronic  music  at 
the  University  of  Buffalo  and  worked  for 
the  Moog  Synthesizer  factory  and  CBS. 
In  1975,  after  an  abortive  attempt  at  re- 
creating a  New  York-style  loft  music 
scene  here,  Oliver  soundproofed  what 
was  once  a  bakery  at  1583  Sanchez  St. 
and  established  a  small  recording  facil- 
ity. 


"The  first  couple  of  years  I  made  no 
money  at  all."  recalls  Oliver,  now  33. 
"But  when  you're  young,  you  don't  real- 
ly think  about  how  crazy  it  is  to  be  in  this 
business,  how  ludicrous,  what  a  poor  in- 
vestment. You're  doing  it  because  you 
like  it." 

Annette  appeared  at  the  studio  to 
make  a  demo  tape  in  1977,  but  it  was 
three  years  before  Oliver  encountered 
her  again.  In  the  meantime,  he  expanded 
Mobius  from  eight  to  16  tracks  and 
began  album  production.  His  first  album 
was  for  the  Cheapsuit  Serenaders,  an 
"old  timey"  group  formed  by  Zap  Comix 
cartoonist  R.  Crumb 

Later  came  albums  by  a  number  of 
punk  and  new  wave  groups,  including 
the  Dead  Kennedys  (whose  disc  gives 
production  credit  to  Oliver's  cat.  Norm) 
Oli  ver  s  standards,  however,  conflicted 
with  the  aesthetic  of  most  punk  rockers 
(who  "wanted  lo  sound  like  shit"),  and 
he  turned  his  attention  toward  jazz  and 
experimental  music 

By  the  time  Oliver  and  Annette  re- 
newed their  acquaintance  in  1980  and 


started  dating.  Mobius  had  expanded  to 
24  tracks,  allowing  for  sophisticated 
mixing  of  individual  instruments  and 
voices.  Oliver's  reputation  as  a  meticul- 
ous engineer  was  also  expanding 

"What  I  have  to  offer  here  is  basically 
me"  he  explains.  "You're  working  with 
me  in  an  environment  that  I  know  well.  I 
built  the  studio  and  I  do  all  the  main- 
tenance It's  almost  like  I'm  cosmically 
connected  to  the  equipment.  I  can  tell 
you  if  something's  gonna  fail." 

Work  With  Me,  Annie 

When  Annette  took  up  residence  at 
Mobius  in  1982,  she  brought  a  sensitive 
set  of  ears  and  a  mouth  full  of  valuable 
advice  on  musical  arrangement  She'd 
been  singing  since  grade  school  in  Los 
Altos,  and  had  studio  work  and  gigs  with 
Billy  Jay  and  a  group  called  Scratch  to 
her  credit  In  return  for  her  help  in  the 
studio.  Oliver  advised  Annette  on  her 
own  developing  career,  suggesting  she 

"cut  the  histrionics-'  m  performance  and 

cut  her  ties  w  ith  unpromising  hands 
Continued  on  Page  1 1 


Letters 


OBSERVATION  POINTS" 


Dear  Friends: 

The  articles  on  acupuncture  by  Karen 
Koenig  in  the  February  Voice  were  in- 
teresting, but  a  few  aspects  were  disturb- 
ing. On  page  12,  for  example,  both  the 
picture  caption  and  the  text  stated  that 
"Americans"  are  becoming  interested  in 
acupuncture.  Elsewhere,  the  article 
makes  clear  that  it  is  referring  to  "Amer- 
icans" as  distinct  from  "Asians."  "Orien- 
tals," and  "Chinese."  Yet  the  Asians  re- 
ferred to  are  Americans.  Most  likely,  of 
the  certified  acupuncturists  "of  Asian  de- 
scent" in  1976,  nearly  all  were  American. 

Dr.  Andy  Wong,  a  Noe  Valley  prac- 
titioner for  at  least  18  years,  might  be 
surprised  and  upset  to  find  himself  lumped 
into  the  group  "non-Americans."  Asian- 
Americans,  also  called  Americans  of 
Asian  descent,  or  Americans  with  Asian- 
Pacific  Island  origins,  have  been  in- 
terested in  acupuncture  for  many  years. 
Because  some  Euro-Americans,  or 
White  Americans,  or  Caucasians,  or 
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Americans  of  European  descent,  or  Oc- 
cidental Americans  have  suddenly  dis- 
covered acupuncture  is  news  to  them, 
not  to  Asian-Americans. 

The  world  is  not  divided  into  Amer- 
icans and  Aliens.  They  are  us  and  we  are 
them.  Asians  do  not  come  from  another 
planet.  They  have  been  in  the  United 
States  for  many  years,  longer  in  many 
cases  than  Euro-ethnics  like  me.  Asians 


Soft  Shell 

Crab 


Its  all  right  here  waiting  for  you. 

Our  light,  beautifully  presented  Calamari  and  other  exotic 
seafood  salads—  perfection. 

Our  hearty,  combination  Creole  of  prawns, 
scallops,  shrimp,  crab  and  clams  is  a 
generous  blend  of  savory  ocean  offerings. 
Some  say  this  is  Heaven. 

But  there's  more  at  the 
Half  Shell  Seafood  Bar  &  Grill. 

A  lunching  +  dining  +  drinking  place 
where  San  Francisco  gathers  to  enjoy 
house  specials  like  Smoked  English 
Haddock,  Norwegian  Salmon  and 
Soft  Shell  Crab. 

This  is  the  seafood  restaurant  that  sizzles  with  the  exciting 
and  the  extraordinary. 


Monday -Friday  11a.m. -10p.m. 
Saturdays  6 p.m. -10 p.m. 

Welcome. 


The  Half -Shell,  Seafood  Bar  &  Grill 

64  Rausch  Street,  off 
Folsom  between  7th  and  8th  Streets 
415.552.7677 
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have  made  great  contributions  to  the 
United  States,  and  are  as  good  and  bad 
as  the  rest  of  us,  because  they  are  us. 

I  fear  that,  once  again,  the  ethnocen- 
tricity  of  Noe  Valley  and  its  appointed 
Voice  is  showing.  The  discrimination  by 
hospitals  and  insurance  companies  that 
Dr.  Wong  has  suffered  is  an  example  of 
the  dominant  Western  paradigm  that  only 
that  which  has  its  origins  in  Europe  is  ac- 


ceptable, and  all  else  is  dangerous.  Let's 
keep  our  minds  open  to  a  possible  para- 
digm shift  that  the  direction  from  which 
change  comes  does  not  determine  its  val- 
ue. "American,"  "Western,"  and  "good" 
are  not  synonyms,  but  are  rather  an  un- 
fortunate mixture  of  good,  evil,  and  in- 
difference like  the  rest  of  our  existence. 

Marc  Brenman 
Bryant  Street 


Murders  Shock  Neighborhood 


Continued  from  Page  1 

Norman  of  the  San  Francisco  District  At- 
torney's office  indicated  that  the  D.A. 
may  seek  a  conviction  with  "special  cir- 
cumstances" m  the  case.  Such  a  convic- 
tion could  result  in  the  death  penalty  for 
the  accused. 

Inspector  Herman  Clark,  who  is  pur- 
suing the  investigation  with  fellow  hom- 
icide inspector  James  Crowley,  would 
not  confirm  previously  published  reports 
that  the  couple  had  been  arguing  prior  to 
the  incident.  "I  don't  know  if  there  was 
an  argument  that  morning.  No  one  heard 
any  arguing.  But,"  he  continued,  "there 
were  obviously  problems  in  their  rela- 
tionship." 

Gepalaga  had  reportedly  told  Hamil- 
ton of  her  intention  to  leave  him. 

Although  the  suspect  had  no  prior 
criminal  conviction,  he  had  been  ar- 
rested once  before.  Last  December,  dur- 
ing a  trial  separation  from  Gepalaga,  he 
was  detained  by  police  after  allegedly 
forcing  his  way  into  her  mother's  home. 
No  charges  were  filed,  however. 

Despite  Hamilton's  denial  of  culpabil- 
ity in  the  Alvarado  slayings,  Clark  said. 
"We  have  no  evidence  of  anyone  else 
being  in  the  apartment  at  the  time  of  the 
incident."  He  added  that  "all  the  neigh- 
bors have  been  very  cooperative  with 
our  investigation." 

Hamilton's  attorney.  East  Bay  lawyer 
Edward  Bell,  could  not  be  reached  for 
comment. 

A  Refined  Neighborhood 

Double  homicides  are  not  the  type  of 
event  that  nearby  residents  have  come  to 
expect. 

Two  elderly  neighbors,  strolling  up 
Diamond  Street  a  week  after  the  crime, 
could  not  recall  a  similar  incident  in  the 
neighborhood,  "and  I've  lived  here 
since,  what.  '42  or  '43,"  the  first  woman 
said.  Her  friend  nodded  in  agreement, 
adding.  "We've  always  thought  we  lived 
in  such  a  refined  neighborhood." 

"I  used  to  see  them,"  the  first  woman 
continued,  "going  out  for  a  walk  with 
the  baby.  I  didn't  know  them,  though." 
She  paused,  looking  away  for  a  moment. 
"These  days,  they  just  come  and  go.  you 
know." 

Both  women  declined  to  give  their 
names  for  publication. 

"I  was  shocked  when  I  read  about  it," 
commented  Moire  Crowley,  who  lives 
down  23rd  Street  a  ways.  "For  an  indi- 
vidual to  be  pushed  so  far  to  do  some- 
thing like  that,  particularly  in  the  peace- 
ful community  we  live  in,  we  think  that 
kind  of  thing  doesn't  happen." 

For  Suad  and  Jamil  Khori,  owners  of 
the  eight-unit  apartment  building  for  the 
past  six  years,  the  crime  was  especially 
shocking.  Hamilton  had  been  a  couple 
of  months  behind  in  his  rent,  but  "he 


seemed  like  a  nice  man,"  Mrs.  Khori 
said.  "He  was  quiet.  Most  of  the  time, 
he  was  taking  care  of  the  baby,"  while 
Gepalaga  worked. 

The  Khoris.  who  occupy  one  of  the 
building's  other  units  with  their  four  chil- 
dren, must  now  deal  with  the  aftermath 
of  the  tragedy.  "We  have  to  replace  the 
carpets."  Mrs.  Khori  said,  a  note  of 
quiet  resignation  in  her  voice.  "They  are 
too  bad  to  be  cleaned." 

In  the  glow  of  the  setting  sun,  the  pink 
and  yellow  structure  dominates  the 
corner  of  Alvarado  and  Diamond.  Scents 
of  supper  carry  from  an  open  window.  A 
fading  "Totfinder"  decal  is  affixed  to  the 
glass,  only  yards  away  from  the  vicious 
carnage  of  a  few  days  before. 

Susan  Wilder,  a  20-year  resident  cur- 
rently living  at  23rd  and  Eureka,  gazed 
up  at  the  stucco  building  and  noted, 
"That  kind  of  mental  state  isn't  limited  to 
any  one  group.  But  this  being  such  a 
'nice'  neighborhood,  people  here  get 
pretty  smug. 

"It's  especially  sad,"  she  said,  "be- 
cause, in  a  way.  people  can  still  feel 
smug.  This  person  didn't  do  anything  to 
strangers,  to  us.  He  kept  it  inside  his 
own  family."  fj 
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Sister  Romana  Ryan 
'One  of  the  Best' 


By  Steve  Steinberg 

Calling  her  "well-loved"  by  everyone 
who  knew  her.  teachers,  parents  and  stu- 
dents at  St.  Philip's  School  last  month 
bid  a  sad  farewell  to  Sister  Romana 
Mane  Ryan,  a  long-time  teacher  at  the 
school.  Sister  Romana.  a  member  of  the 
Sisters  of  Charity  order,  died  Feb.  6  of 
complications  stemming  from  Acquired 
Immune  Deficiency  Syndrome  (AIDS). 

Her  death  came  as  shock  to  the  com- 
munity because  she  was  otherwise 
healthy  and  was  not  a  member  of  any  of 
the  high-risk  groups  generally  associated 
with  AIDS.  She  apparently  contracted 
the  AIDS  virus  through  a  blood  transfu- 
sion she  received  in  July  1983  during 
surgery  to  repair  a  broken  leg. 

Sister  Romana.  who  was  66,  had 
taught  Montessori  preschool  and  kinder- 
garten at  the  Elizabeth  Street  elementary 
school  for  the  past  14  years.  Born  in 
Waukon.  Iowa,  she  had  been  a  teacher 
even  before  joining  the  Sisters  of  Charity 
in  1938. 

Father  Thomas  Regan,  pastor  of  St. 
Philip's  Church,  said  Sister  Romana  was 
a  woman  "enormously  admired,  re- 
spected and  loved"  by  the  community. 
He  said  her  death  had  rilled  the  church 
and  school  with  a  "tremendous  sense  of 
loss."  Two  memorial  masses  were  held 
for  her  at  St.  Philip's  shortly  after  her 
death,  and  the  church  was  jammed  with 
friends,  students  and  associates,  Regan 
said. 

Sister  Romana's  leaching  position  at 
the  school  has  been  temporarily  rilled  by 
her  aide.  Lois  Eugenio.  Eugenio  noted 
that  while  the  younger  children  at  the 
school  didn't  quite  understand  what  had 
happened  to  the  sister,  the  older  kids 
"took  it  harder." 

They  recognized  that  "she  was  one  of 
the  best."  Eugenio  said. 

A  little  over  a  year  after  receiving  the 
blood  transfusions.  Sister  Romana  began 
to  grow  easily  fatigued  and  soon  dis- 
played classic  symptoms  of  AIDS.  Doc- 


tors made  a  formal  diagnosis  of  AIDS  in 
December  of  last  year. 

According  to  Father  Regan,  her  reli- 
gious faith  acted  as  a  sustaining  force  for 
her.  "She  had  no  resentment."  he  said, 
adding  that  she  often  prayed  for  the  per- 
son who  had  given  her  the  disease,  as 
well  as  for  all  victims  of  AIDS.  "That's 
the  kind  of  person  she  was." 

Sister  Romana's  physician.  Dr.  Nicho- 
las Burik,  said  she  died  from  Pneumo- 
cystis pneumonia,  one  of  several  oppor- 
tunistic diseases  that  attacks  the 
weakened  immune  system  of  AIDS  vic- 
tims. Burik  added  that,  compared  with 
others  who  have  been  exposed  to  AIDS. 
Sister  Romana  developed  symptoms 
somewhat  on  the  early  side.  Most  in- 
fected individuals,  he  noted,  take  any- 
where from  18  months  to  5  years  to  dis- 
play indications  of  the  deadly  virus. 

Bunk  called  it  "worrisome"  that  the 
sister  had  contracted  the  disease  at  all. 
since  she  did  not  belong  to  any  of  the 
groups  usually  considered  at  high  risk  to 
develop  AIDS — homosexual  men.  intra- 
venous drug  users,  and  hemophiliacs 

According  to  Sylvia  Ramirez,  a 
spokesperson  for  the  Irwin  Memorial 
Blood  Bank  in  San  Francisco,  eight  indi- 
viduals, including  Sister  Romana.  have 
contracted  AIDS  after  having  received 
blood  transfusions  from  the  Irwin  bank 
Seven  have  died. 

She  said  a  blood  test  to  check  poten- 
tial blood  donors  for  antibodies  to  the 
AIDS  virus  had  been  developed  but  not 
yet  licensed  by  the  federal  government. 
The  Irwin  Blood  Bank  does,  however, 
test  for  antibodies  to  hepatitis.  Accord- 
ing to  Ramirez,  most  AIDS  victims  have 
a  previous  history  of  hepatitis  The  blood 
bank  also  uses  a  questionnaire  to  help 
screen  out  those  blood  donors  at  risk  for 
AIDS. 

Sister  Romana  is  survived  by  three 
brothers,  a  sister,  and  various  nieces  and 
nephews.  Ironically,  one  of  her  nephews 
is  a  doctor  who  is  currently  doing  re- 
search on  AIDS. 
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A  Finn  Again  Arose 
by  Any  Other  Name? 


By  Jeff  Kali ss 

If  Horst  Hans"  Grahlmann  has  his 
way,  the  newspapers  will  soon  be  com- 
ing off  the  windows  of  the  bar  space  at 
4054  24th  St.  Grahlmann  is  the  new 
proprietor  at  the  site  formerly  occupied 
by  Finnegan's  Wake,  the  popular  local 
watering  hole  that  closed  on  Labor  Day 
of  last  year.  He  hopes  Finnegan's  re- 
placement— the  bar  has  no  name  as 
yet — will  open  sometime  this  month, 
but  at  press  time  he  was  still  awaiting 
final  liquor  license  approval  from  the  Al- 
coholic Beverage  Control  (ABC)  board. 

Since  leasing  the  space  from  landlord 
William  Murphy  on  Dec.  I.  Grahlmann 
has  been  cleaning,  repairing,  and  doing 
some  minor  remodeling  to  the  bar's  in- 
terior. Meanwhile,  the  ABC  application 
posted  in  the  bar's  window  has  produced 
major  speculation  in  the  minds  of  pass- 
ing Finnegan's  faithfuls.  Some  con- 
nected the  applicant  on  the  form  (Hula 
Hans.  Inc.)  with  a  nationwide  chain 
bearing  a  similar  name.  Others  correctly 
identified  "Hans"  as  the  owner  of  the 
Rainbow  Cattle  Company  on  Valencia 
Street  and  wondered  if  he  would  bring 
the  somewhat  gay  orientation  of  that 
tavern  to  24th  Street  nightlife.  Everyone 
wondered  whether  the  wondrous  phe- 
nomenon that  was  Finnegan's  could  ever 
be  revived. 

While  the  last  question  remains  un- 
answered, it  is  clear  that  Grahlmann  has 
no  connection  to  a  chain,  though  he  does 
have  at  least  partial  ownership  in  five 
other  bars:  the  Rainbow,  the  Cinch  on 
Polk  Street.  Baroni's  in  the  Outer  Mis- 
sion, Peter's  Pub  on  Post,  and  the  Ger- 


man Oak  on  Market,  the  last  two  of 
which  feature  the  cuisine  of  Grahlmann's 
native  Germany. 

It  is  also  clear  that  Grahlmann  wants 
the  replacement  for  Finnegan's  to  be  "a 
swinging  place,  boys  and  girls,  like  it 
was." 

Since  Grahlmann  has  purchased  the 
old  tables  and  chairs  from  Finnegan's 
proprietor  Tom  Frenkel.  the  place  may  at 
least  have  a  similar  appearance  to  its 
predecessor.  There  have  been  some  phys- 
ical changes,  however.  Grahlmann  has 
spent  the  last  couple  of  months  repairing 
the  roof  on  the  property,  laying  down  car- 
pel, and  extending  the  bar  to  the  length  it 
had  been  when  Murphy  ran  the  place  as 
an  Irish  tavern  in  the  '60s. 

Though  he'll  keep  the  pool  table. 
Grahlmann  says  he  intends- to  open  the 
backyard  as  a  barbecue  area  and  to  fea- 
ture big-screen  TV  inside.  He  hopes  that 
these  features  and  the  familiarity  of  the 
furnishings  will  induce  the  Finnegan's 
faithful  to  "all  come  back,"  though  many 
Of  them  have  followed  the  Finnegan's 
bartenders  to  Bloom's  (Frenkel's  bar  on 
Potrero  Hill)  or  settled  in  at  other  Noe 
Valley  establishments. 

As  an  extra  incentive,  he  plans  to  ask 
his  customers  to  decide  the  new  bar's 
name  by  contest.  ;is  he's  done  in  the  past 
at  his  other  places.  And.  at  least  at  the 
beginning,  Grahlmann  says  he'll  do  a 
daily  stint  at  the  bar.  dispensing  drinks 
himself. 

He  also  says  he'll  frame  the  hole  in  the 
north  wall  where  Frenkel  imbedded  a 
shot  glass  on  the  last  night  of  Finne- 
gan's. |u xt  in  case  he  should  ever  need  to 
vent  his  own  frustration. 
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Blaze  Claims 
22nd  St.  Man 

Continued  from  Page  I 

There  was  a  wall  of  flames.  I  couldn't 
ascertain  the  dimensions  of  the  room  or 
anything.  (The  fire]  was  scorching  my 
face  and  my  eyebrows.  The  firemen  got 
there  about  60  seconds  later  and  he  was 
dead." 

Thirty  firelighters  in  five  trucks  re- 
sponded to  the  one-alarm  blaze.  Fire  in- 
vestigator Lawrence  Wright  said  he  be- 
lieved the  fire  to  be  accidental  and  "very 
probably  smoking-related." 

McMurray  was  a  heavy  smoker  and 
was  known  for  always  having  a  Lucky 
Strike  in  his  hand. 

The  coroner's  office  said  it  would  be 
several  weeks  before  the  exact  cause  of 


death  could  be  determined.  Wright  sus- 
pected, however,  that  McMurray  died  of 
smoke  inhalation. 

"The  fire  damage  was  minor,"  Wright 
explained.  "It  was  confined  to  the  front 
Of  the  living  room.  Most  of  the  damage 
was  from  the  smoke." 

A  native  San  Franciscan,  McMurray 
lived  on  22nd  Street  for  33  years.  His 
neighbors  remember  him  as  "one  of  the 
wittiest  people  you'd  ever  want  to 
meet." 

"He  was  always  jovial."  said  Jim 
Scanlon,  McMurray 's  next-door  neigh- 
bor for  30  years.  "He  had  the  real  Irish 
wit,  and  he  never  took  anything  too  seri- 
ously." 

"He  could  talk  to  anyone,"  said  Scan- 
Ion's  wife,  Mary,  recalling  that  for  the 
past  14  years  McMurray  spent  most  of 
his  afternoons  at  the  Diamond  Heights 
Safeway.  There  he  would  sit  in  the  sun. 
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smoke,  read  a  newspaper  and  talk  to 
shoppers,  who  had  nieknamed  him  "the 
mayor  of  Safeway." 

According  to  Scanlon.  McMurray 
graduated  from  Sacred  Heart  High 
School  in  1928,  worked  for  Hibernia 
Bank  for  some  14  years  as  an  appraiser, 
served  in  the  civilian  arm  of  the  Navy 
during  World  War  II.  and  then  worked  as 
an  appraiser  for  Eureka  Federal  Savings. 
He  retired  10  years  ago. 

Despite  McMurray 's  sharp  wit  and 
cheerful  demeanor,  his  neighbors  said, 
he  seemed  lonely  and  despondent  since 
his  wife.  Loretta.  who  is  afflicted  with 
Altzheimer's  disease,  was  placed  in  a  con- 
valescent home  two  years  ago.  Though 
McMurray  visited  her  daily,  he  still 
missed  her  terribly,  the  neighbors  said. 

The  couple  had  no  children. 

Another  neighbor.  Frank  Taylor,  who 
had  known  McMurray  since  1952.  re- 


called that  he  had  had  some  close  cans 
with  house  fires  in  the  past.  "A  few 
times,  Loretta  would  smell  smoke  and 
run  downstairs  and  find  him  asleep  with 
a  cigarette. "Taylor  said. 

A  week  after  the  fire,  a  charred  heap 
of  furniture,  newspapers,  wood  and 
clothing  lay  at  the  edge  of  McMurray  \ 
driveway.  A  persistent  west  wind 
whirled  ashes  along  the  pavement,  and  a 
fire-eaten  book  titled.  The  36-Hour  Day, 
A  Family  Guide  to  Caring  for  Persons 
With  Altzheimer's  Disease,  spilled  its 
blackened  pages  onto  the  street. 

"It's  depressing,"  said  Jack  Wilson, 
who  had  never  met  McMurray  and  who 
has  lived  on  22nd  Street  for  only  a  year 
"Everyone  did  their  best  but  we  were  too 
late. 

"It's  the  darker  side  of  life."  he  re- 
flected. "You  don't  like  to  be  so  close  to 
somebody's  death  and  not  be  able  to  do 
anything." 
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Reagan,  Stay  Home 

Bay  Area  activists  continue  to  keep  a 
watchful  eye  on  the  administration's  at- 
tempts to  repress  the  revolutionary 
forces  of  El  Salvador  and  topple  the  left- 
ist government  of  Nicaragua.  This 
month,  awareness  of  these  situations 
will  be  sharply  focused  during  San  Fran- 
cisco's Central  America  Week.  March 
17-24.  Events  include  bannering,  post- 
ering, and  human-billboardmg  at  stra- 
tegic Bay  Area  sites,  coordinated  by 
CISPES  (861-0425). 

On  March  24  at  I  p.m.  a  procession 
will  assemble  at  the  Federal  Building, 
450  Golden  Gate  Ave.,  and  will  move  to 
St.  Mary's  Cathedral  for  an  interfaith  ser- 
vice coordinated  by  Catholic  Social  Ser- 
vices (864-7400). 

March  21  has  been  declared  a  "Wages 
for  Peace"  Work-a-Day.  for  which  New 
El  Salvador  Today  (549-2114)  and  other 
organizations  across  the  country  are  urg- 
ing that  workers  contribute  one  day's  pay 
toward  agricultural  production  and 
health  care  projects  in  the  liberated  areas 
of  E]  Salvador. 

Earlier  in  the  month,  on  March  9  and 
10.  a  West  Coast  Conference  on  Women 
in  Central  America  will  take  place  at 
Mission  High  School,  3750  I8th  St.  The 
conference,  co-sponsored  by  Somos  Her- 
manas,  the  Alliance  Against  Women's 
Oppression,  and  the  San  Francisco 
Women's  Building,  will  feature  keynote 
speakers  from  El  Salvador  and 
Nicaragua  as  well  as  panels  and  work- 
shops on  developing  political  strategies. 

The  Alliance  and  the  Women's  Build- 
ing are  also  presenting  an  International 
Women's  Day  celebration  on  the  evening 
of  March  9.  which  will  include  music  by 
Sabia  and  the  Carolyn  Brandy  Percus- 
sion Ensemble,  poetry  by  Cecilia 
Guidos.  Aurora  Levins  Morales  and  Car- 
men Vazquez,  and  solidarity  messages 
from  the  women  of  El  Salvador  and 
Nicaragua.  You  can  contact  the  coor- 
dinating groups  for  times  and  prices  at 
566-2070. 

Money  Grows 

If  you'd  like  to  see  more  greenery  on 
your  street,  branch  out  to  your  neighbors 
and  make  a  donation  to  the  Noe  Valley 
Tree  Trust,  recently  set  up  by  the  Friends 
of  the  Urban  Forest.  Under  the  non- 
profit organization's  new  "adopt-a- 
neighborhood"  plan,  residents  can  make 
contributions  to  tree-planting  efforts  in 
any  of  37  city  neighborhoods,  and  the 
funds  will  be  earmarked  for  specific  use 
in  that  area. 

According  to  Board  President  Alice 
Russell-Shapiro,  each  $75  donated  to  a 
particular  trust  fund  matches  a  neigh- 
bor's funds  and  results  in  another  tree 
being  planted.  And  if  you  and  your 
friends  can  come  up  with  $1,500.  you'll 
get  a  brass  plaque  in  the  sidewalk  along 
with  your  20  trees.  Call  Georgia 
McDaniel  of  the  Friends  at  543-5000  for 
details. 


SHORT  TAKES 


March  Music 


Members  of  the  nationally  renowned  Brass  Rand  will  bring  their  belly-shaking  brand 
of  musical  artistry  and  physical  comedy  to  the  Noe  Valley  Music  scries  on  March  23. 


A  Peaceful  St.  Paddy's       Focus  on  Homophilia 


In  addition  to  being  lucky,  the  Irish 
are  also  supposed  to  be  feisty  and 
talented.  You  can  verify  the  existence  of 
these  qualities  at  a  special  Irish  event  at 
the  Noe  Valley  Ministry  this  month. 

On  March  17.  St.  Patrick's  Day.  the 
church  will  present  "Peacefinding 
Through  Understanding:  A  Celebration 
of  Irish  Realities."  Among  the  festivities 
will  be  music,  dance,  poetry  and  story- 
telling with  the  likes  of  the  Berke- 
ley Irish  Dancers,  Deborah  Ingraham, 
Davey  Jones.  John  McCormick,  Peter 
Monks,  Redmond  O'Connell  and  Holly 
Tannin. 

Starting  with  an  ecumenical  service  at 
10  a.m.,  the  day  will  be  highlighted  by 
an  Irish  meal  at  1 1 :30,  followed  by  enter- 
tainment and  a  report  on  the  homeland 
situation  from  Amnesty  International. 
Call  282-2317  for  details. 


Lisa  Kanemoto's  recently  released 
book  of  photo  portraits  and  quotes,  We 
Are.  is  a  compelling  series  of  impres- 
sions ot  the  San  Francisco  gay  commu- 
nity that  includes  several  Noe  Valley 
folk. 

An  internationally  published  and  exhi- 
bited photographer,  Kanemoto  used 
three  years  and  a  modest  grant  from  the 
National  Endowment  for  the  Arts  in  her 
effort  to  help  bridge  the  gap  between 
gays  and  straights.  Patricia  Holt,  book 
editor  of  the  San  Francisco  Chronicle, 
declared,  "I  don't  think  anyone  could 
have  produced  a  book  of  black-and- 
white  photographs  of  gay  and  lesbian 
people  as  successfully,  or  brilliantly." 

We  Are  is  currently  available  in  local 
bookstores  and  art  galleries,  or  you  can 
contact  the  author's  agent.  Walter 
Rowen,  at  861-8785  or  626-0585. 


Seafood 
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March  is  supposed  to  come  in  like  a 
lion  and  go  out  like  a  lamb,  but  the  two 
music  series  at  the  Noe  Valley  Ministry 
this  month  may  have  reversed  the  order 
Of  things. 

First,  on  March  7  at  8  p.m..  the  folk 
series  called  "Woody \  Children"  will 
bring  us  guitarists  Dale  Miller  and 
Danny  Kulb  performing  an  acoustic- 
blues  duct  with  bass  accompaniment 
Kalb  is  well  known  in  music  circles  as  a 
former  member  of  the  Blues  Project,  and 
Miller  can  frequently  be  seen  practicing 
his  finger  licks  at  Noe  Valley  Music,  the 
24th  Street  store  of  which  he's  part- 
owner. 

Two  days  later,  on  Saturday.  March  9, 
the  Noe  Valley  Music  series  will  present 
the  first  of  its  three  concerts  this  month: 
the  "new  acoustic  music"  of  the  Robin 
Flower  Band.  Flower  plays  guitar,  man- 
dolin, and  some  other  instruments  in  a 
style  that  fuses  bluegrass.  swing,  folk, 
and  rock,  as  heard  on  her  First  Dibs 
album.  Flower's  appearance  at  the 
Ministry  will  feature  violinist  Crystal 
Reeves. 

On  March  23.  the  Brass  Band  will  de- 
scend on  the  Ministry  with  a  zany  combi- 
nation of  instrumental  artistry,  vaude- 
ville, and  fantastic  fashion.  Referred  to 
as  the  "musical  Marx  Brothers."  the 
five-man  troupe  will  be  accompanied  by 
1983  Standup  Comedy  Competition  win- 
ner Will  Durst,  himself  referred  to  as  the 
"modern-day  Will  Rogers." 

Finally,  the  ROVA  Saxophone  Quartet 
on  March  30  will  present  its  amalgam 
of  "new  music"  and  avant-garde  jazz, 
which  wowed  the  Russians  on  a  tour  two 
years  ago.  The  "A"  in  the  group  is  none 
other  than  Aquarius  Records  salesperson 
Bruce  Ackley,  and  if  you  missed  the  four 
on  Channel  9,  don't  miss  them  in  person. 

All  three  Noe  Valley  Music  series  con- 
certs start  at  8:15  p.m.  in  the  upstairs 
sanctuary  of  the  Ministry,  1021  Sanchez 
St.  For  information  on  ticket  prices,  call 
the  church  at  282-2317. 


Feeling  is  Believing 


The  neighborhood  touch  will  be  man- 
ifest during  a  Walk  for  the  Blind  in 
Noe  Valley  on  Saturday,  March  9.  from  2 
to  4  p.m.  Led  by  City  Guide  volunteer 
and  radio  and  TV  commentator  Judith 
Lynch,  the  tour  will  start  with  a  discus- 
sion of  local  history  at  the  Noe  Valley  Li- 
brary. 451  Jersey  St..  during  which 
pieces  of  Victorian  house  "gingerbread" 
will  be  passed  among  participants 

The  walk  itself,  says  Lynch,  will  not 
involve  steep  hills  and  will  conclude  at 
one  of  the  neighborhood's  better  drink- 
ing establishments.  Space  is  limited  and 
reservations  are  a  must,  so  call  the  coor- 
dinators at  the  San  Francisco  Public  Li- 
brary for  the  Blind.  558-5035,  right 
away. 
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Ministry  Goes 
Public  as 
El  Salvadoran 
Sanctuary 

By  Suzanne  Scott 

For  the  past  eight  years,  the  Noe  Val- 
ley Ministry  has  provided  a  sanctuary  for 
art  exhibits,  plays,  movies,  concerts, 
and  social  and  political  gatherings.  But 
it  wasn't  until  last  spring  that  the  Presby- 
terian church  at  1021  Sanchez  St.  de- 
clared itself  an  official  member  of  the 
"sanctuary  movement, "  the  church-based 
drive  to  offer  shelter  to  El  Salvadoran 
refugees,  who  might  otherwise  be  de- 
ported and  returned  to  their  war-torn 
native  country. 

The  Ministry's  first  major  step  as  a 
sanctuary  church  came  last  October 
when  it  decided  to  take  in  a  refugee  for  a 
week.  Tom  Sears,  head  of  the  Ministry's 
Peacemaking  Committee,  reports  that  an 
El  Salvadoran  woman  named  Carmen, 
who  was  traveling  from  Los  Angeles  in  a 
caravan  with  21  other  refugees,  stayed  at 
a  congregation  member's  home,  not  at 
the  church  proper,  while  in  the  Bay  Area. 
Bay  Area  sanctuary  movement  members, 
their  cars  plastered  with  signs  reading 
"Sanctuary."  had  driven  up  the  coast 
with  the  caravan  of  so-called  illegal  im- 
migrants as  a  political  protest  of  U.S. 
immigration  policy. 

During  her  short  stay  here.  Sears  said. 
Carmen  insisted  on  speaking  out  about 
the  civilian  bombings  and  death  threats 
that  had  made  life  unbearable  in  her 
home  country. 

"We  didn't  understand  that  at  first."  he 
said,  explaining  that  the  committee  had 
assumed  she  would  simply  need  shelter. 
But  Carmen  wanted  to  "talk  with  differ- 
ent people  at  least  every  night."  The 
committee  arranged  a  string  of  dinner 
parties,  and  once,  when  stuck  for  an  au- 
dience, got  the  attention  of  junior  high 
kids  attending  an  event  at  the  Ministry. 

Even  though  the  October  caravan  was 
a  highly  visible  demonstration.  Sears 
points  out  that  of  the  60.000  refugees 
who  have  sought  asylum  in  this  country, 
most  are  harbored  secretly  in  private 
sanctuaries." 

He  classifies  the  Noe  Valley  Ministry 
as  a  public  sanctuary,  as  opposed  to  pri- 
vate sanctuary  churches,  where  refugees 
— usually  from  5  to  100  people — are 
'  simply  housed  for  humanitarian  rea- 
sons." At  a  public  sanctuary,  he  explains, 
refugees  are  given  a  temporary  place  to 


Noe  Valley  Ministry  pastor  Carl  Smith  (left)  joined  a  demonstration  at  the  Federal  Building  Feb.  20  by  the  Emergency  Response  Network, 
a  group  that  has  pledged  non-violent  resistance  if  the  U.S.  invades  El  Salvador.  With  Smith  are  sympathizers  from  the  Ministry's 
Peacemaking  Committee  and  the  Noe  Valley  Freeze  Group:  (left  to  right)  Marlene  Aron,  Linda  Brown  and  Jack  Trainor. 


stay  not  only  as  a  gesture  of  good  will 
but  as  a  political  statement  of  support  for 
their  cause. 

"We're  not  taking  in  huddled  masses 
of  people,"  says  Sears.  "We're  publiciz- 
ing the  situation  and  taking  a  moral 
stand." 

The  Ministry  extends  a  helping  hand 
in  other  ways  as  well.  "We  collect  food 
for  refugees  on  Sundays  and  send  about 
$50  a  month  to  CRECE  [the  Comite  de 
Refugiados  Centroamericanos)  to  rent 
apartments  for  people  who  just  show  up 
in  the  city."  he  said. 

"We  are  also  educating  ourselves 
through  programs  for  people  at  the 
Ministry."  To  this  end.  the  Peacemaking 
Committee,  which  currently  has  six 
members,  has  conducted  a  letter-writing 
campaign,  encouraging  the  congregation 
to  write  their  congressional  representa- 
tives and  express  their  concern  about  the 
treatment  of  Central  American  refugees 
in  this  country. 

Some  committee  members  have  joined 
the  Emergency  Response  Network 
(ERN).  a  nationwide  group  which  asks 
its  supporters  to  take  a  pledge  of  non- 
violent resistance  in  the  event  of  a  U.S. 
invasion  of  El  Salvador.  The  logic,  says 
Sears,  is  to  use  "peace  maneuvers"  to 
counteract  the  war  maneuvers  in  Central 
America. 


He  notes  that  several  committee  mem- 
bers, including  Noe  Valley  Ministry  pas- 
tor Carl  Smith,  took  part  in  an  ERN  rally 
at  the  Federal  Building  Feb.  20  that  pro- 
tested the  escalation  of  U.S.  involve- 
ment in  El  Salvador.  And  the  church's  as- 
sistant pastor,  Hope  Raymond,  attended 
a  national  conference  of  sanctuary 
churches  in  Tucson,  Ariz. .  in  January. 

According  to  Sears,  "Only  2.6  percent 
[of  El  Salvadorans  requesting  political 
asylum  here]  have  been  given  refugee 
status."  which  allows  them  to  stay  in  the 
country.  In  Canada,  the  figure  is  70  per- 
cent, which  explains  why  an  underground 
railroad  of  sorts  now  stretches  from 
Mexico  through  Tucson  and  Los  Angeles 
and  all  the  way  up  the  coast  to  Vancouver. 

Sears  claims  that  just  asking  for  ref- 
ugee status  in  this  country  is  risky.  "The 
U.S.  government  has  strange  policies  on 
El  Salvadoran  refugees,"  he  says.  "They 
are  in  danger  of  being  picked  up  and  de- 
ported at  any  given  time." 

The  sanctuary  churches  may  have  rea- 
son to  fear  for  their  own  security.  Last 
January,  federal  immigration  officials  ar- 
rested 16  sanctuary  workers  and  65  El 
Salvadoran  immigrants  in  five  cities 
across  the  nation.  Sears  sees  these 
"sweeping  arrests"  of  refugees  and 
sanctuary  leaders  as  part  of  a  campaign 
to  intimidate  the  growing  ranks  of  the 


sanctuary  movement. 

In  his  view,  the  increased  bombing  in 
El  Salvador  and  continued  U.S.  funding 
for  the  Contras  in  Nicaragua  have 
created  "a  lot  of  seething"  within  the 
sanctuary  community.  The  government 
could  avoid  a  new  round  of  arrests,  ral- 
lies and  riots,  he  adds,  if  Congress 
would  pass  a  law  freezing  the  deporta- 
tion of  refugees  for  two  years  while  a 
study  is  done  on  the  fate  of  people  who 
have  already  been  deported. 

Sears  believes  that  once  the  torturing 
and  killing  of  deportees  has  been 
documented,  the  U.S.  will  no  longer  be 
able  to  use  the  excuse  that  El  Salvado- 
rans immigrate  here  for  purely  economic 
reasons.  "Fifty  thousand  people  have 
been  killed  in  El  Salvador  since  1980," 
he  maintains.  "These  people  have  fled 
for  their  lives." 

Until  what  they  see  as  discriminatory 
and  unfair  immigration  practices  are 
changed,  the  peacemakers  at  the  Noe 
Valley  Ministry  will  continue  to  offer 
shelter  to  refugees  and  a  neighborhood 
vehicle  for  political  action.  They'll  also 
step  up  efforts  to  get  other  churches  in- 
volved. "The  bigger  and  more  visible  the 
movement,"  Sears  says,  "the  less 
dangerous"  the  situation  will  be  for  all 
concerned.  □ 
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Video  Free  America- 


T\irn  on,  Ihne  in,  Do  Art 


By  Murry  Paskin 

To  the  first-time  visitor.  Video  Free 
America's  physical  plant  is  less  than 
striking  Located  on  the  second  floor  of  a 
nondescript  ex-factory  building  at  442 
Shotwell  St..  VFA  has  none  of  the  slick- 
ness  you'd  expect  from  an  image-maker 
of  the  '80s.  Its  sparsely  decorated  lobby 
and  reception  area  lead  into  a  screening 
room  with  bleacher  seats,  two  editing 
suites — where  the  electronic  gadgetry  is 
kept — and  an  office,  which  is  partly 
used  as  a  library  for  current  videotapes. 
(An  upstairs  loft  houses  the  rest  of  the 
organization's  tape  archives.) 

All  in  all.  the  set-up  is  funky  and  func- 
tional. But  despite  this  lack  of  flashi- 
ness.  Video  Free  America  emerges  as 
one  of  the  gems  of  recent  San  Francisco 
cultural  history. 

Since  its  inception  15  years  ago,  VFA 
has  not  only  become  a  comprehensive  re- 
source center  for  video  technology,  but 
played  a  starring  role  in  the  development 
of  what  we  now  call  "video  art." 

Founded  by  video  pioneers  Skip 
Sweeney  and  Arthur  Ginzburg  in  1970. 
Video  Free  America  began  as  a  collec- 
tive of  cultural  visionaries.  Dissatisfied 
with  what  they  considered  to  be  the  un- 
imaginative and  exclusively  corporate 
nature  of  network  television,  the  group 
set  out  to  "free"  video  from  commercial 
mediocrity. 

Recalls  Sweeney:  "The  name  VFA 
was  coined  as  a  take-off  on  Radio  Free 
Europe,  which  claimed  to  offer  alterna- 
tive viewpoints  and  news  that  was  being 
suppressed  by  Soviet  bloc  governments. 

"What  it  boiled  down  to,"  he  con- 
tinued, "was  that  we  wanted  to  make  TV 
more  human.  At  that  time,  network  TV 
used  the  camera  in  a  mechanical  way. 
The  Johnny  Carson  show  is  a  good 
example.  The  purpose  of  the  camera  is 
for  him  to  stick  out.  We  wanted  the  cam- 
era 'word'  to  be  more  personal;  we 
wanted  to  feel  the  person  behind  the 
camera." 

Though  co-founder  Ginzberg  left  the 
group  in  1976  to  pursue  a  career  as  a 
scriptwriter  in  Los  Angeles.  Sweeney  re- 
mained a  VFA  stalwart.  He  is  currently  a 
co-director  of  the  organization. 

His  fellow  director.  Joanne  Kelly, 
joined  the  staff  of  VFA  in  1976.  but  she 
also  remembers  the  spirit  of  the  early 
days  of  the  video  revolution.  She  says 
her  colleagues  in  video  were  eager  to 
tackle  the  subjects  that  were  formerly 
considered  taboo  by  the  mass  media. 
Some  made  tapes  of  erotic  soap  operas, 
while  others  did  documentaries  on  anti- 
war demonstrations  and  Eastern  mystics. 
Still  others  experimented  with  the 
medium's  technology,  creating  "elec- 
tronic mandalas"  through  their  own  per- 
sonal mix  of  videographics. 

It  wasn't  long  before  they  realized 
they  were  developing  and  defining  an  in- 
fant art  form  as  they  went  along. 

Now.  over  a  decade  later,  she  points 
out,  video  art  has  achieved  widespread 
acceptance.  Experimental  works  are  fre- 
quently aired  on  PBS  channels,  videos 
are  part  of  the  established  collections  of 
major  museums,  and  video  courses  can 
be  found  in  most  art  school  curriculums. 

And,  according  to  Sweeney.  "Today, 
network  TV  is  more  interesting  and  more 
human  as  a  result  of  our  pioneering 
work." 


What  is  video  art?  Though  the  medi- 
um's distinguishing  features  can  be  seen 
in  performance,  video  art  is  difficult  to 
define  conceptually. 

According  to  Kelly,  the  key  lies  in  the 
technology.  For  example,  a  special  ef- 
fect which  might  cost  a  small  fortune  to 
create  with  the  cumbersome  technology 
of  film  can  be  done  by  the  mere  flick  of  a 
switch  in  video.  In  other  words,  the  abil- 
ity to  change  colors,  twist  or  distort  an 
image,  or  reduce  or  enlarge  an  image's 
dimensions  quickly  and  inexpensively  is 
video's  special  talent. 

Along  with  the  technology,  says 
Kelly,  the  choice  of  subject  matter  and 
the  imaginative  use  of  the  medium  are 
what  distinguish  video  from  mainstream 
film  and  network  television.  Though 
today's  video  artists  have  different  social 
and  political  concerns  from  those  in  the 
'60s  and  '70s,  they  are  still  an  adven- 
turous lot,  grappling  with  such  contro- 
versial topics  as  abortion,  arms  control. 
U.S.  immigration  policy  and  nuclear  war. 

To  keep  in  tune  with  the  ever-expand- 
ing technology  and  give  sustenance  to 
the  growing  legions  of  videophiles.  VFA 
offers  a  broad  range  of  programs  and  re- 
sources for  beginners  as  well  as  experi- 
enced videomakers. 

Every  other  Sunday,  at  8  p.m.,  the  or- 
ganization holds  screenings  of  locally 
produced  videos  as  well  as  exhibitions  of 
work  by  visiting  artists.  This  month's 
presentations  include  a  March  17  pro- 
gram of  experimental  works  by  German 
videomakers,  introduced  by  filmmaker 
Bastian  Cleve.  On  March  31,  VFA  will 
show  Pier  Marlon's  "Say  I'm  a  Jew"  and 
"Heaven  Is  What  I've  Done";  a  process 
tape  by  Paul  Guerin  called  "Structures  of 
Interpretation";  and  work  by  Benjamin 
Bergery,  including  one  video  titled  "Yip- 
pie  to  Yuppie." 

In  addition  to  the  regular  screenings, 
VFA  occasionally  organizes  group 
shows  of  Bay  Area  videomakers.  Last 
May,  VFA  held  an  "Independent  Video 
Showcase,"  featuring  38  tapes  shown  at 
eight  different  locations  in  the  East  Bay 
and  San  Francisco. 

To  encourage  beginners,  VFA  also  has 
an  "open  solicitations"  program  To  qual- 
ify for  a  screening,  advises  Kelly,  a 
videomaker  should  contact  VFA  (648- 
9040)  to  set  up  a  screening  appointment. 
She  and  her  colleagues  will  then  view 
the  tape  with  the  artist  and  decide 
whether  it  deserves  a  screening.  If  it's 
not  ready  for  "prime  time,"  she  says, 
she'll  try  to  give  constructive  criticism 
and  ask  to  see  future  work.  She  insists 
on  this  nurturing  attitude,  noting  that  a 
number  of  beginners,  after  an  initial  re- 
jection, have  returned  with  work  that 
VFA  felt  proud  to  show. 

For  those  who  are  new  to  video  equip- 
ment. VFA  conducts  "hands-on"  techni- 
cal workshops,  which  are  jointly  spon- 
sored by  Media  Alliance,  as  well  as 
theoretical  workshops  on  story  develop- 
ment, point  of  view  and  thematic  issues. 
Kelly  stresses  the  importance  of  these 
thematic  workshops  because  "they  pro- 
vide a  philosophical  foundation  for  the 
technology.  The  human  factor  should  al- 
ways be  present." 

VFA's  lab  consists  of  two  fully  equip- 
ped editing  suites  and  three  packages  of 
shooting  equipment,  all  available  on  a 
rental  basis.  One  of  the  equipment  pack- 
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Video  Free  America  staffers  (left  to  right)  Tim  Zgraggen,  Mono  Marks  and  Joanne  Kelly 
can  project  their  own  images  ad  infinitum,  but  their  organization  frequently  showcases 
the  work  of  other  up-and-coming  video  artists. 


ages  uses  videotape  that  can  be  shown 
on  home  video  sets.  (Previously,  tapes 
were  made  for  large-screen  exhibition 
format  only. )  This  package  also  contains 
the  camera  and  recorder  in  one  piece, 
making  it  simpler  to  operate.  Because 
VFA  does  not  have  a  dues-paying  mem- 
bership, the  rental  program,  along  with 
foundation  grants  that  trickle  in  from 
time  to  time,  provides  the  bulk  of  VFA's 
income. 

Some  prominent  videomakers  who 
have  exhibited  at  VFA  are  Max  Almy 
(who  specializes  in  "high-lech" 
graphics).  Chip  Lord  (known  for  his 
whimsical  personal  tapes),  and  John 
Rogers,  who  produced  "Saxophone  Di- 
plomacy." a  documentary  chronicling 
the  ROVA  Saxophone  Quartet's  1983  trip 
to  Russia. 

But  co-directors  Sweeney  and  Kelly 
share  a  long  list  of  credits  themselves.  In 
1972,  Sweeney  won  an  Obie  for  his 
video  work  on  a  stage  adaptation  of  Alan 
Ginsberg's  stirring  poem  "Kaddish  " 
And  his  "My  Father  Sold  Studebakers," 
a  documentary  shown  on  PBS  in  the  fall 
of  1977,  won  prizes  at  video  festivals  in 
England  and  France,  as  well  as  at  the 
1984  American  Film  Festival  held  in 
New  York.  "Studebakers"  is  now  part  of 
the  permanent  video  collection  of  the 
Museum  of  Modern  Art  in  New  York. 

Sweeney  is  currently  working  on 
"Walking  on  Eggs,"  a  personal  docu- 
mentary about  his  relationship  with  his 
children.  And  on  March  7.  some  exam- 
ples of  his  early  work  will  be  exhibited, 
along  with  the  videos  of  six  other  local 
artists,  at  the  S.F.  Museum  ol  Modern 
Art.  (The  show,  called  "Real  to  Reel: 
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Artists'  Video  1970-72,"  starts  at 
8  p.m.) 

Kelly,  who  has  a  background  in 
dance,  is  renowned  for  her  pioneering 
work  in  dance  performance  videos.  Her 
"Images  of  Modern  Dance"  was  aired  on 
KQED  in  August.  1981.  and  "Four 
Dances  for  Television"  in  August  of 
1982. 

Kelly  has  also  produced  documen- 
taries on  abortion  (shown  on  KQED  in 
March.  1980)  and  on  the  political  situa- 
tion in  Grenada  prior  to  the  U.S.  inva- 
sion. "Grenada:  Portrait  of  a  Revolu- 
tion" was  broadcast  on  KQED  twice  in 
1983,  before  and  after  the  U.S.  takeover. 

Kelly  is  currently  making  a  video  of 
four  highly  acclaimed  theater  pieces  re- 
cently produced  in  San  Francisco:  "Real 
Estate"  by  Paul  Kwan  and  Arnold  Iger; 
"Emergency  Exit."  adapted  from  Nina 
Wise's  "Miracle  Mile";  Soon  3's  "Out- 
call/Riptides."  and  Laura  Farabough's 
"Beauty  Science." 

Though  Kelly  and  Sweeney  share  the 
title  of  "director"  at  VFA,  they  stress  the 
non-hierarchical  nature  of  their  organiza- 
tion. With  a  total  of  seven  paid  staffers 
(all  video  artists).  VFA  still  functions  as 
a  "small,  loose  collective."  and  "every- 
one's input  determines  policy."  Kelly 
says. 

Chances  are  they  may  need  more  help 
in  the  future,  though.  According  to 
Kelly,  the  held  of  video  art  is  likely  to 
kick  into  fast-forward  any  day  now.  New 
and  simpler  technology,  providing 
easier-to-use  equipment,  she  says,  has 
made  video  accessible  to  even  those 
people  who  freeze  when  confronted  by 
anything  more  complex  than  turning  on 
a  radio. 

"It's  like  that  pre-Renaissance  period 
when  the  monasteries  had  a  monopoly 
over  reading  and  writing  and  the  distri- 
bution of  books.  The  advent  of  the  print- 
ing press  brought  about  an  explosion  ol 
learning  and  education  which  swept  the 
masses  of  Europe."  In  her  mind,  video 
could  be  the  printing  press  of  the  '80s.  □ 
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Banker  Wesley  Russell: 
Local  Dog  Makes  Good 


By  Judith  Vasgs 

Wesley  Russell,  manager  of  Gibraltar 
Savings  &  Loan  on  24th  Street,  knows 
all  the  words  used  to  describe  the  typical 
bank  manager:  bland,  conservative,  un- 
imaginative. But  he's  too  busy  being 
flamboyant,  eccentric  and  creative  to  let 
a  little  thing  like  a  job  title  stand  in  his 
way. 

A  Marin  County  native,  the  55-year- 
old  Russell  celebrated  his  20th  anniver- 
sary with  Gibraltar  two  years  ago.  He 
got  his  start  in  the  days  when  Gibraltar 
was  called  City  Bank  and  his  specialty 
was  data  processing.  He  was  responsible 
for  the  design,  installation  and  operation 
Of  the  data  processing  system  specifi- 
cally related  to  daily  compounding  of 
interest.  When  many  of  City's  offices 
moved  south,  Russell  chose  to  remain  in 
San  Francisco.  He's  been  at  the  24th 
Street  branch  for  seven  years. 

Russell  knows  that  banking  is  serious 
business  and  that  entrusting  your  money 
to  a  financial  institution  is  no  laughing 
matter.  But  he  also  knows  that,  to  do  a 
good  job,  he  has  to  enjoy  himself.  "It 
just  makes  good  sense  to  me.  Children 
would  never  do  anything  that  wasn't  fun. 
It  just  wouldn't  be  worth  it.  They  know 
all  about  it  instinctively.  We  adults  have 
to  learn  it  all  over  again." 

Keeping  his  imagination  fired  is  one 
way  he's  found  to  enjoy  his  work.  "I  can 
see  all  the  daily  activities  in  the  bank  as  a 
fantastic  production  in  mime,"  he  says, 
waving  his  hands  and  contorting  his  face 
as  if  rehearsals  had  already  started. 

"I'd  like  to  rent  a  hall  the  size  of  the 
bank  and  have  all  the  staff  play  out  their 
parts:  going  to  the  vaults,  checking  rec- 
ords, helping  customers  with  deposits 
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and  withdrawals.  The  customers  play 
parts  too  in  this  production;  there's  the 
cooperative  friendly  customer,  the  irate 
customer  waving  his  fist  and  demanding 
an  explanation  for  the  automatic  teller 
machine  being  broken  again,  the  cus- 
tomer with  a  long,  involved  complicated 
problem." 

Barbara  La  Vine,  assistant  manager  at 
Gibraltar,  appreciates  Russell's  sense  of 
humor  and  feels  it  enhances  his  effec- 
tiveness as  a  bank  manager.  "He  laughs 
and  jokes  with  the  staff  and  customers." 
she  says,  "and  helps  to  create  a  warm, 
friendly  atmosphere. 

"If  I  or  another  staffperson  ask  him  a 
question."  LaVine  added,  "he  doesn't 
just  answer  the  question,  he  shows  us 
how  to  solve  the  problem  ourselves.  He 
also  rotates  tasks  for  staff  so  they  learn 
about  different  aspects  of  banking  and 
don't  get  bored  doing  the  same  thing 
over  and  over.  Our  staffpeople  are  con- 
sidered desirable  employees  by  other 
banks  because  they  know  we  get  good 
training  here." 

Russell  gets  a  good  review  from  cus- 
tomers as  well.  One  customer  recently 
saw  her  automatic  teller  card  gobbled  up 
by  the  machine  15  minutes  after  a  rob- 
bery had  occurred  at  the  bank.  "Instead 
of  telling  me  about  the  robbery  and  ask- 
ing me  to  return  another  day,"  she  said, 
"Mr.  Russell  took  the  time  to  help  me  get 
a  new  card." 

Whether  it's  to  find  solutions  to  prob- 
lems or  just  have  a  ringside  seat  for  the 
show.  Russell  makes  a  point  of  being  ac- 
cessible. From  his  desk  in  the  front 
lobby,  "I've  learned  to  read  people's 
body  language  as  they  wait  in  line.  I  can 
almost  tell  when  someone  is  going  to 
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For  Gilbraltar  Savings  manager  Wesley  Russell,  life  is  theater,  and  he's  already  made 
several  appearances  in  canine  costume  with  his  dog  Mato  at  neighborhood  events.  Ht 
also  invites  local  artists  to  hang  their  works  at  the  bank. 


step  out  of  line  and  come  to  me  with  a 
problem  they  don't  think  a  teller  can  han- 
dle." 

Russell  has  invited  local  artists  to 
hang  their  work  in  Gibraltar's  lobby,  and 
he  numbers  watercolor-painting  among 
his  hobbies.  Not  all  of  his  extracurricular 
activities  are  so  sedate,  however. 

Russell's  friend  Nina  Zimpel,  director 
of  the  Noe  Valley  Nursery  School,  once 
helped  him  make  a  mask — the  exact 
likeness  of  his  dog  Mato — out  of  hospi- 
tal casting  gauze.  He  and  Mato  have 
made  a  number  of  appearances  together, 
most  notably  at  the  Noe  Valley  Off-the- 
Street  Fair  last  spring,  where  they  were 
helpful  in  signing  up  participants  in  the 
parent/child  look-alike  contest. 


On  Halloween  Russell  pulled  LaVine 
into  the  act  and  donned  not  only  the 
mask  but  a  dog  leash.  The  two  strolled 
up  and  down  24th  Street,  stopping  at  lire 
hydrants  along  the  way.  "It  was  a  won- 
derful day  for  me,"  says  LaVine.  "I 
think  I'm  an  actress  at  heart  but  a  little 
shy.  With  my  hair  in  braids,  a  little  girl 
dress  on,  and  encouragement  from  Mr. 
Russell.  I  felt  free  to  perform  and  just 
have  fun." 

Russell  has  an  explanation  for  his  zan- 
iness,  both  inside  and  outside  the  bank: 
"I  feel  lucky.  I'm  in  relatively  good 
health,  live  in  the  best  spot  on  the  planet 
and  work  in  the  greatest  neighborhood  in 
the  city.  I'm  ready  to  die  but  not  willing 
...  I'm  having  too  much  fun."  □ 
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Left  Arm  of 
Law  Fights 
For  Human 
Rights 

By  Bill  Yard 
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Regina  Sneed  (right),  executive  director  of  the  San  Francisco  chapter  of  the  National  Lawyers  Guild,  which  makes  its  home  on  Capp 
Street,  had  a  visit  from  the  organization's  national  president,  Barbara  Dudley,  last  month.  She  notes  that  while  the  1,000  local  members 
support  national  issues,  such  as  concern  over  Central  America,  they  also  work  to  protect  political  freedom  and  First  Amendment  rights 
close  to  home. 


After  a  recent  traffic  accident  in  which 
Your  Humble  Reporter  was  clearly  at 
fault,  I  climbed  out  of  my  car  to  ex- 
change driver's  licenses  with  the  guy 
whose  fender  I'd  bent.  As  I  approached 
his  car.  I  noticed  that  he  was  smiling,  al- 
most drooling. 

It's  as  if,  immediately  before  the  im- 
pact, he'd  said  to  himself.  "Go  ahead, 
make  my  day." 

Then  the  reason  for  his  cynical  en- 
thusiasm became  clear.  As  we  traded  in- 
formation about  ourselves,  he  told  me 
what  he  did  for  a  living.  He  was  a 
lawyer. 

Does  his  attitude  surprise  you?  If 
you're  like  a  lot  of  people,  you  place 
lawyers  on  the  same  evolutionary  level 
as  journalists  and  great  white  sharks:  one 
whiff  of  somebody  else's  weakness 
sends  them  into  a  feeding  frenzy. 

As  it  turns  out,  though,  some  attor- 
neys don't  deserve  such  a  bad  rap.  One 
lawyers'  organization  in  particular  prac- 
tices what  others  merely  preach:  that  the 
law  holds  human  rights  and  justice 
above  property  interests.  Since  1937,  the 
National  Lawyers  Guild,  with  a  local 
chapter  at  558  Capp  St.,  has  put  people 
ahead  of  profits. 

The  Guild's  services  are  divided 
among  more  than  a  dozen  active  commit- 
tees, whose  titles  read  like  a  roster  of 
progressive  causes.  Guild  lawyers  or- 
ganize, advise  and.  on  an  individual 
basis,  represent  clients  on  issues  as  di- 
verse as  nuclear  disarmament,  sexism, 
prisoners'  rights,  housing  discrimina- 
tion, labor  disputes,  and  Central  Amer- 
ican policy. 

The  group  prepares  "friend  of  the 
court"  briefs  in  appellate  cases,  main- 


fly  Skye  Fackre  Gibson 

In  1937  millions  of  Americans  were 
unemployed,  and  more  than  a  third  of 
the  population  lived  below  the  poverty 
line.  Roosevelt's  "New  Deal"  had  been 
forged,  the  Congress  of  Industrial  Or- 
ganizations was  starting  to  organize  steel 
and  auto  workers,  and  Hitler  was  re- 
writing history.  Despite  all  the  social 
metamorphosis,  however,  the  American 
Bar  Association  (ABA)  stubbornly  clung 
to  its  legal  traditions,  opposing  New 
Deal  legislation  and  barring  Blaek 
lawyers  from  its  membership. 

It  was  for  this  reason  that  some  600 
lawyers  got  together  that  same  year  in 
Washington,  D  C.  and  formed  a  progres- 
sive and  integrated  bar  association  as  an 
alternative  to  the  ABA — the  National 
Lawyers  Guild.  By  1938  the  new  organi- 
zation could  claim  more  than  4,000 
members  ^nd  dozens  of  chapters  nation- 
wide. 

With  each  succeeding  decade,  the 
Guild  has  confronted  a  new  round  of 
challenges  through  the  machinations  of 
law  By  the  end  of  World  War  II,  Guild 
members  were  in  the  forefront  of  the  bat- 
tle to  protect  civil  rights,  urging  Justice 
Department  action  against  lynchings  in 
the  South,  opposing  racial  discrimina- 
tion in  employment,  and  working  for 
New  Deal  agencies.  WPA  legal  service 
projeets.  and  labor  unions. 

During  the  Cold  War  and  Red  Scare  of 
the  late  '40s  through  the  '50s,  Guild 
lawyers  were  often  alone  in  defending 


tains  branches  at  local  law  schools,  and 
publishes  a  quarterly  newsletter.  The 
Conspiracy,  to  bring  members  and 
others  up  to  date  on  current  affairs. 

Perhaps  the  most  visible  and  timely 
projects  performed  by  the  Guild  concern 
the  current  quagmire  in  Central 
America. 

Organized  in  1980.  the  organization's 
Central  American  Task  Force  advises 
groups  and  individuals  with  a  stake  in 
that  political  hotbed.  Members  have 
helped  direct  litigation  challenging 
American  intervention  in  the  region,  as 
in  the  case  of  Dellums  v.  Smith,  in  U.S. 
District  Court. 

Along  with  affiliated  organizations, 
the  Guild  has  convened  commissions  of 
inquiry  and  tribunals,  similar  in  struc- 
ture to  the  Nuremburg  war  trials,  to 
further  investigate  the  extent  of  U.S.  ad- 
venturism in  Central  America. 


labor  leaders,  political  activists  and  un- 
suspecting private  citizens  against  the 
House  Un-American  Activities  Commit- 
tee and  Senator  Joe  McCarthy.  The 
Guild  sven  wound  up  defending  itsell 
against  efforts  to  label  it  a  "subversive" 
organization. 

Not  surprisingly,  the  group's  member- 
ship had  shrunk  by  the  end  of  the  '50s. 
But  a  burgeoning  civil  rights  movement 
in  the  '60s  and  the  anti-war  protests  of 
the  early  '70s  swelled  the  Guild's  ranks 
Southern  lawyers  and  civil  rights  work- 
ers utilized  the  resources  of  the  Guild  on 
a  large  scale.  And  during  the  Vietnam 
War.  Guild  members  defended  draft  re- 
sisters  and  opened  military  law  offices  in 
the  Philippines  and  Japan,  offering  coun- 
sel to  GIs  who  opposed  the  war. 

During  the  political  and  social  fallout 
of  the  '70s.  the  Guild  suffered  the  same 
confusion  and  conflict  that  plagued  other 
progressive  organizations  Without  a 
well-defined  "cause"  around  which  to 
rally,  the  organization  lost  momentum 
and  members. 

However,  the  election  of  a  conserva- 
tive President  in  the  '80s,  and  the  ensu- 
ing rise  in  U.S.  militarism  (and  decline 
in  social  programs.)  has  provided  a 
catalyst  for  renewed  action  and  in- 
creased membership.  Today,  having 
weathered  the  chills  and  squalls  of  close 
to  half  a  century,  the  National  Lawyers 
Guild  numbers  more  than  7.300  law- 
yers, legal  workers  and  law  students  in 
100  chapters.  □ 


The  plight  of  political  refugees  from 
these  war-torn  nations  has  also  drawn  the 
attention  of  the  local  lawyers.  The  Guild 
has  advised  churches  and  other  religious 
groups  offering  sanctuary  to  the  Central 
American  dispossessed,  and  "there's  a 
massive  effort  going  on  to  train  attorneys 
in  immigration  issues,"  notes  Regina 
Sneed,  executive  director  of  the  local 
chapter. 

According  to  task  force  member  Mark 
Van  der  Hout.  such  would-be  immi- 
grants face  an  uphill  battle  He  said  that 
less  than  three  percent  of  Salvadoran  and 
one  percent  of  Guatemalan  refugees  had 
achieved  status  as  political  refugees  in 
1984.  compared  to  30  percent  from  all 
other  countries. 

While  the  Guild's  involvement  in  in- 
ternational issues  may  attract  more  atten- 
tion, many  of  the  group's  long-standing 
activities  involve  issues  closer  to  home. 

The  Guild  trains  and  organizes  non-in- 
volved "legal  observers"  who  attend 
political  demonstrations  (such  as  those 
at  last  year's  Democratic  Convention)  to 
monitor  the  interactions  between  police 
and  demonstrators,  helping  to  ensure 
that  the  First  Amendment  rights  of  pro- 
testers are  respected.  And  a  Guild  Crimi- 
nal Justice  Committee  provided  support 
during  the  convention  for  individuals 
who  were  arrested. 

The  international  activities  are  "the 
ones  that  stand  out,"  says  Guild  Presi- 
dent Michael  Friedman,  "but  there  are 
significant  ongoing  efforts  in  the  com- 
munity." 

He  cited  the  organization's  regular 
clinics  on  unemployment  and  workers' 
rights  as  examples  of  an  attempt  to  im- 
prove the  legal  lot  of  the  labor  force. 

And  "a  very  important  part  of  our  next 
18  to  20  months,"  according  to  Fried- 
man, is  the  Guild's  role  in  the  defense  of 
state  Supreme  Court  Chief  Justice  Rose 
Bird.  She  and  two  of  her  colleagues  face 
a  concerted  effort  by  California  conser- 
vatives to  block  their  reconfirmation  for 
a  second  term. 

The  wide  variety  ot  Guild  activities 
can  in  pan  by  explained  by  the  disparate 
nature  of  its  membership.  The  thousand 
or  so  local  members  represent  nearly 
every  niche  in  the  landscape  of  the  politi- 


cal left. 

"And  we  even  have  at  least  one  regis- 
tered Republican."  Friedman  notes. 

A  significant  number  are  lawyers  in- 
volved in  private  practice,  but  many 
members  work  for  state  agencies,  as 
public  defenders,  legal  aides,  and 
paralegals,  or  teach  law  at  local  uni- 
versities. 

Such  a  varied  cast  of  characters  ac- 
counts for  Friedman's  reluctance  to  pre- 
dict a  future  course  for  the  organization. 
"We're  tremendously  diverse,"  he  points 
out.  "but  it's  the  thing  that  makes  it 
difficult  to  put  a  finger  on  the  pulse  of 
this  organization." 

Friedman  is  optimistic  about  the 
Guild's  future,  nonetheless:  "After  all. 
we're  one  of  the  few  leftist  organizations 
to  survive  the  McCarthy  era  relatively  in- 
tact." (See  accompanying  story  about 
the  Guild's  history.) 

And.  he  continued.  "It  should  come  as 
no  surprise  that  our  chapter  is  more 
prominent,  active  and  larger"  than 
others  nationwide,  "given  the  political 
climate  in  the  Bay  Area." 

While  the  mention  of  the  word  "law- 
yer" may  motivate  many  of  us  to  anx- 
iously locate  and  pat  our  wallets,  the 
work  of  the  National  Lawyers  Guild  and 
its  offshoots  is  largely  pro  bono,  i.e., 
free  of  charge.  Dozens  of  organizations 
and  hundreds  of  individuals  directly  ben- 
efit from  the  Guild's  energy  and  exper- 
tise while  the  group  survives  on  a  rela- 
tively modest  yearly  budget  of  $90. 000. 
raised  through  membership  fees  and  an 
annual  testimonial  dinner. 

The  budget  supports  one  full-  and  two 
part-time  staff  members,  working  out  of 
the  Capp  Street  office.  Along  with  then 
three  fellow  tenants  (the  People's  Law 
School,  the  S.F.  Tenants  Union,  and  the 
NLG  Lawyer  Referral  Panel),  the  Guild 
is  awaiting  implementation  of  a  $136. (MK) 
grunt  from  the  Mayor's  Office  of  Com- 
munis Development  to  renovate  the 
slightly  decrepit.  Victorian-era  structure. 

Director  Sneed  promises  that  the 
Guild  will  reinhabit  the  building  once  re- 
pairs have  been  made,  but  "in  the  mean- 
time, we  need  cheap  office  space'" 
(Anyone  with  a  lead  on  such  space  can 
call  the  Guild  at  285-5066.)  □ 
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HAIR  STUDIO 

Why  come  to  Is  a? 

Because  we  cut  your  hair  ^ 

according  to  bone  structure,  2 

texture,  as  well  as  £ 

individual  life  style —  s 

INTRODUCTORY  OFFER  J 

20%  off  all  haircuts  and  S" 
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304  Vicksburg  (off  of  24th  St.) 
Call  for  appointment  641-8948 


Fitness  for  Big  Women 

Classes  ongoing  at 
Bethany  Methodist  Church, 
1268  Sanchez  St. 


Mon.  &  Thurs.  7:30-8:30  pm  Saturday  8:45-9:45  am 

Class  size  limited— reserve  now  for  $15  discount 

For  information  call 
647-0499  or  392-2191,  ext.  237 
Sponsored  by  the  Embarcadero  YMCA 
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GLOBAL 
TRAVEL 
TOO 


WE  CAN  GIVE  YOU  INSTANT  TICKETS 
AT  THE  LOWEST  POSSIBLE  FARES 
WITH  OUR  NEW  COMPUTER  RESER- 
VATION SERVICE. 

Ask  us  about  Spring  bargains. 
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m-f9-6  Sat.  10-4 
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Noe  Valley 

400524th  St. 
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647-6204 


Russian  Hill 

2230  Polk  St.  (al  Valleio) 
M-F9-6  Sat  10-4 
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TIEN  FU 


BAR  &  CHINESE  CUISINE 

11  am  to  11  pm 

Bar  282-1440 
Restaurant  282-9502 

Lunch  special  $2.95  Monday  through  Sunday 


1716  Clay  at  Polk 
San  Francisco 
775-7577 


1414  Castro  at  25th 
San  Francisco 
550-7577 
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Free  hors  d'oeuvres  daily,  featuring 
Feta  cheese  and  Greek  olives 
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Noe  Valley's 
newest 
cocktail 
lounge  and 
neighborhood 
bar 

Now  Open 

4026  24th  St. 
285-7070 


(Formerly  Salonicas) 
Completely  remodeled 

Come  and  enjoy 
our  pleasant  atmosphere 
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They're  Music 
To  Each 
Other's  Ears 

Continued  from  Page  I 


Both  the  Di  Ciecos  were  happy  when 
Annette  was  picked  tor  the  Pitts  early 
last  year.  Although  the  30-year-old 
singer  was  pre-puheseent  at  the  time 
most  of  the  Puts'  Aumbers  were  current, 
Annette  was  fortunate  to  have  grown  up 
In  the  company  of  three  older  sisters, 
who  had  taught  her  the  music  as  well  as 
the  moves. 

Since  joining  the  Pitts,  she's  learned 
to  appreciate  the  simplicity  and  strong 
melodic  lines  of  the  music  of  the  '50s 
and  '60s.  but  occasionally  finds  the  pace 
of  performance  stressful.  "You  might  be 
doing  the  Pony  for  three  minutes."  she 
notes,  'and  then  you  have  to  get  up  and 
sing  'Goldfinger'  or  something."  An- 
nette now  jogs  a  daily  circuit  up  San- 
chez, along  Jersey,  and  back  down  Do- 
lores |ust  to  build  up  her  wind. 

Originally  founded  in  1983  by  bassist 
Steve  Ashman,  the  Zasu  Pitts  Memorial 
Orchestra  includes  four  women  (all 
singers)  and  nine  men  (all  instrumen- 
talists) with  a  repertoire  of  about  70 
rock.  Motown,  and  rhythm  and  blues 
tunes. 

The  group's  first  album,  recorded  in 
the  studio  at  Mobius  and  still  available 
on  24th  Street  at  Aquarius  and  Street- 
light Records,  bears  the  tongue-in-cheek 
title  Zasu  Pitts  Memorial  Orchestra 
Greatest  Hits,  Volume  I.  In  recent 
months  the  Pitts  have  played  locally  to 
packed,  pulsating  houses  at  the  Oasis  on 
Folsom,  the  Stone  on  Broadway,  and  the 
Great  American  on  O'Farrell. 

Twistin'  the  Night  Away 

One  symptom  of  Pitts'  Passion  is  that 
it  hits  immediately.  At  the  typical  gig, 
from  the  first  beat  of  "Tossin'  and  Turn- 
in'."  the  audience  does  just  that,  and 


V*-  "  * 


The  Zasu  Pitts  Memorial  Orchestra  has  been  packing  'em  in  and  setting  'em  dancing  to  songs  from  the  '50s  and  '60s,  At  the  mike  here 
at  the  Great  American  Music  Hall  is  Noe  Valley's  own  Annette  Di  Cicco. 


keeps  on  writhing  through  "Heat  Wave." 
"Love  Potion  #9,"  and  "Shotgun."  often 
working  themselves  into  a  frenzy. 

During  the  Feb.  15  recording  session 
at  the  Great  American,  four  lads  in  their 
early  twenties  mimicked  every  slip  of 
the  singers'  hips  and  tilt  of  their  wrists. 
Annette  says  the  group  encounters  simi- 
lar Pitts  act-alikes  everywhere  they  per- 
form. Oliver  refers  to  one  such  group  of 
fans  as  "the  Sacramento  hand-kissers" 
because  of  their  adoration  of  Annette's 


At  home  with  pet  cat  Norman  are  Zasu  Pitts  singer  A  nnette  Di  Cicco  and  husband 
Oliver,  whose  basement  is  the  site  of  Mobius  Music,  a  24-track  recording  studio.  Oliver 
is  the  engineer  for  the  Pitts'  upcoming  live  album  and  a  1984  Grammy  nominee. 


long,  gloved  upper  limbs. 

The  singers'  fashions,  gleaned  from 
family  and  second-hand  stores,  are 
pretty  much  true  to  the  '60s.  from  eye 
shadow  and  shaved  armpits  down  to 
spiked  heels.  Annette  and  vocalists  Keta 
Bill,  Katie  Guthorn  and  Kathy  Kennedy 
keep  their  day-glo  dresses  short  and 
tight,  all  the  better  to  contain  the  strain- 
ing haunches  which  are  elemental  to  the 
choreography. 

But  the  Pitts  also  sound  as  good  as 
they  look.  The  horn  section  has  modern- 
.i,  ized  Motown  with  Bruce  Paine's  sassy 
■I  trombone  sliding  out  between  the  dan- 
's eers,  and  some  surprising  jazz  quotes 
I  from  Monk  and  Bird  frequently  sneak 
u     into  "Mustang  Sally." 

By  the  end  of  last  month's  loud  and 
|     sweaty  evening,  Oliver  and  co-producer 
S;     Steve  Ashman  had  51  songs  in  the  can, 
from  which  they  will  put  together  a  one- 
or  two-record  set  after  a  few  "embellish- 
ments" at  Mobius. 

It  Takes  Two,  Baby 

Oliver  and  Annette  returned  to  the 
Great  American  a  few  days  later  to  at- 
tend a  celebration  for  local  Grammy 
Award  nominees.  Oliver  was  nominated 
for  his  engineering  duties  on  guitarist 
Michael  Hedges'  Aerial  Boundaries 
album,  but  with  competition  from  the 
Cars.  Chicago.  Lionel  Ritchie  and  the 
Thompson  Twins,  he  was  not  holding  his 
breath.  "I'll  sit  in  the  audience  [at  the 
Feb.  26  award  ceremonies],  and  if  they 
call  my  name,  I'll  shit!" 

Grammy  aside,  Oliver  expects  to  con- 
tinue working  with  Hedges  and  other  art- 
ists from  the  Windham  Hill  label.  An- 


nette will  be  assisting  him  in  the  physical 
expansion  of  Mobius,  including  the  con- 
struction of  a  new  control  room. 

Oliver  would  also  like  to  hire  some 
help  and  attract  attention  from  the  larger 
record  labels.  Ideally,  he  wants  to  be  in  a 
position  to  pick  and  choose  his  clients. 
"There's  only  so  many  sessions  you  can 
do  as  an  engineer,"  he  sighs.  "After  a 
while,  it's  hard  to  get  up  for  some  of 
them.  You  look  at  some  of  these  projects 
and  you  say,  'God.  this  guy  can't  play.' 
It's  depressing." 

Although  Annette  is  definitely  not  de- 
pressing, Oliver  admits  he's  a  bit  hard  on 
her  in  the  studio.  "But  then  she's  not  a 
paying  client,  so  I  don't  need  to  handle 
her  with  kid  gloves.  I  figure.  "Come  on. 
Annette,  you  know  you  can  sing.'  As  a 
producer  and  engineer,  you  have  to  learn 
patience."  And  as  a  married  man?  "You 
have  to  learn  compromise."  advises 
Oliver. 

For  her  part,  Annette  will  continue  to 
work  on  her  voice  while  awaiting  the 
Pitts'  album  release  and  inevitable  tour- 
ing. She  and  two  of  the  band  s  other 
vocalists  are  studying  with  opera  singer 
Claudine  Spindt.  "She  always  tells  us. 
"You  work  harder  than  any  of  my  other 
people.'"  brags  Annette.  And  the  Pitts 
have  a  year  of  hard  work  ahead,  cul- 
minating with  an  already-booked  New 
Year's  Eve  at  the  Hyatt  Regency. 

Annette's  hubby,  her  biggest  fan,  be- 
lieves Madame  Spindt.  "Annette  really 
likes  to  be  on  stage,  it's  good  for  her," 
declares  Oliver.  "And  me,  I'm  better  be- 
hind the  scenes."  Oliver  might  have 
sung:  "It  takes  two,  baby/Me  and  you, 
baby /To  make  a  dream  come  true."  D 
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SHOE  and  BOOT  REPAIR 

•ATHLETIC  and  ORTHOPEDIC  REPAIRS 
►HANDBAG,  BELT,  TOTE  REPAIRS  •ACCESSORIES 


Monday  -  Friday  (9-6) 
Saturday  (9-5) 


4071  -  24th  Street 
(between  Noe  and  Castro) 


824-9399 


Your  Noe  Valley  Realtors 


ZEPHYR 


WITH  22  AGENTS  TO  SERVE  YOU 
4200  17th  Street  552-9500 
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Children's 
Day  School 

501  Cambridge  Street 
San  Francisco,  CA  94134 


Wedding  Photos 


A  Montessori  based  school  located  in 
ten  beautifully  wooded  and  protected 
acres  designed  for  the  development 
of  the  total  child. 

Ages  2-7 
Day  School  8:30-2:30 
Extended  Care  7:00-8:15/2:30-6:00 

239-1131 


Irene  Kane 

821-7369 


A  WIDE  SELECTION 
OF 

European  and  American  Footwear 
for  infants,  toddlers  and  children 


Monday  -  Friday  (9-6) 
Saturday  (9-5) 


4071  -  24th  Street 
(between  Noe  and  Castro) 


824-9399 


Women's  Choice 

A  counseling  service1  tor  women 

Pregnancy 
Post  Partum  Transition 
Single-Parenting 
Careen 'Primary 
Relationships 

WendvCostelloM.F.C.C. 
#14554 

Pamela  Har^ravcs  Ph.D. 
#6820 

San  Francisco 
922-7773 


/ 
o- 


STREETLIGHT 
RECORDS 

New  and  Used  Records  and  Tapes 

Cash  for  Used  Records 

Large  Collections  Wanted 

3979  24th  St.        2350  Market  St.       535  So.  Bascom 
San  Francisco        San  Francisco      San  Jose 
(415)282-3550       (415)282-8000  (408)292-1404 


P0+P0+P0+P0+P0+ 


Did  You  Know  We  Sell 

envelopes  pens 
boxes  stamps 
film  stationery 

and  much,  much  more 

2  Locations  to  Serve  You: 

584  Castro— 7  AM  - 1 1  PM  daily  864-5888 

2966  Diamond— 7:30  AM  -  7:30  PM  M-F    9  AM  -  5  PM  Sat. 


239-1090 


B.J.  Droubi 
Real  Estate 

We  love 
Noe  Valley! 


B.J.  Droubi 
Dan  Cumings 
John  Kneuker 
Joel  Bridgeman 


Terry  Lee 
Tom  Norwick 
Shirley  Wygant 
Keith  McCollum 


4128  24th  St.  550-1300 


The  Finest  in  Italian  Cuisine 
Featuring  Northern  and  Southern  Italian  Specialities 

Gnocchi  a  la  Genovese  $6.25 
Linguini  with  fresh  clams  &  mussells  $8.95 
Salrimbocca  a  la  Romana  $8.95 
Seafood  combination  $10.95 

All  entrees  include  pasta  &  sauteed  vegetables. 

Also  Food  To  Go 

All  our  dishes  are  prepared  individually 
so  please  sit  back  &  enjoy  a  glass  of  wine. 
Buon  Appetite 

1332  Castro  St.  (at  24th) 
282-3466 

open  4:30  -11  daily 


2780  Mission  Street  at  24th 
641-1001 


The  Smile  Center  is  in  the  process  of  welcoming 
new  patients.  We  offer  extended  hours  for  your 
convenience.  We  provide  the  latest  techniques  in 
preventative,  cosmetic  and  restorative  dentistry. 

Office  Hours: 
Mon.-Wed.,  10  am-9  pm 
Thursday,  10  am-6  pm 
Saturday,  9  am-5  pm 
Closed  Friday 

$17  Limited  Offer  for  Exam,  Cleaning  and 
Any  Necessary  X-Rays  With  This  Ad 


RISTORANTE 


ITALIAN  CUISINE 

( >|x*n  m  \cii  dyys 

SERVING  LI  NC.H  Monday  ihm  Friday 
BRl'NCH  on  Saturda\  and  Sunda> 

OITDOOR  PATIO  DINING  •  PRIVATE  ROOM  S  FOR  PARTI  I  S 


NOW  AT  TWO  LOCATIONS  IN  NOE  VALLEY 

4136  24TH  STREET  •821-6005  and  110')  24TH  STREET  •  821-1515 
s  A  N    FRANCISCO  'I  I  I  I  I 
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By  Mazook 

HIGHWAY  24  REVISITED:  It  looks 
like  the  months  of  sawdust-ridden  re- 
modeling are  finally  over  for  24th 
Street's  Real  Food  Company.  The  store 
plans  to  eelebrate  its  grand  re-opening 
March  8,  Real  spokesperson  Kevin  Carl- 
son promises  an  expanded  inventory,  in- 
cluding deli  food  (surreal  pastrami  per- 
chance'). Middle  Eastern  delights  (ta- 
booli!).  a  line  of  prepared  salads,  and 
larger  produce  and  vitamin  sections  (cat- 
ering to  Noe  Valley's  50-pill-a-day  users). 

Perhaps  the  most  unusual  manifesta- 
tion of  Real  Food's  new  reality  will  be  a 
walk-in.  refrigerated,  bulk-grain  and 
bread  room  (bring  a  sweater).  But  it  ap- 
pears the  grocery  will  keep  the  same 
awkward  cheek-out  system,  only  there'll 
be  more  registers  to  line  up  in  front  of. 
(How  'bout  trying  the  one-line,  "next- 
please"  method?) 

In  other  remodeling  news,  the  Court- 
yard Cafe,  a  few  doors  away  from  Real 
Food,  also  got  a  brand  new  interior  last 
month.  The  place  now  boasts  a  spiffy 
black-and-white  checkerboard  tile  floor, 
among  other  things.  Owner  Davood 
Mozaffari  says  he  consulted  with  his  cus- 
tomers before  the  renovation:  "They 
wanted  a  relaxed  atmosphere,  nothing 
modern,  and  a  juice  bar." 

Those  who  can't  relate  without  a  cup 
of  "Lover's  Blend" — Davood s  top- 
selling  mix  of  Ethiopian  mocha, 
Amaretto.  dark  French  and  '  plantation" 
java — should  be  happy  to  know  the  cof- 
feehouse will  continue  to  sell  over  45 
varieties  of  coffee  beans  (at  the  rate  of 
400  pounds  a  week,  he  claims). 

Panos'  restaurant  owner  John  Gia- 
naras  says  he's  hired  a  new  head  chef, 
Robert  Kantor.  formerly  the  assistant 
head  chef  at  the  S.F.  Culinary  Arts 
Academy.  Gianaras  has  also  installed  his 
wife,  Violetta,  as  manager  of  the  restau- 
rant, and  engaged  a  marketing  research 
firm  to  survey  local  tastes.  The  results 
confirmed  what  John  had  known  all 
along:  serve  "em  seafood,  pasta  and 
chicken.  Pass  the  butter,  please. 

Noble  Pies,  at  24th  and  Douglass,  has 
thrown  in  the  pastry  towel  after  four 
years  in  uptown  Noe  Valley.  Instead  of 
pie,  the  new  owners  will  serve  Thai,  a 
cuisine  that  should  perk  up  local  palates. 

Another  venerable  institution,  the 
Cheese  Company,  is  apparently  on  the 
ropes,  having  filed  for  protection  from 
creditors  under  Chapter  II  in  federal 
bankruptcy  court.  Cheese  Co.  owner 
Joan  Anderson  had  "no  comment"  for 
the  Voice  about  this  unfortunate  turn  of 
events. 

S  S  S 

MOVING  FROM  THE  BIG  TWO- 
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Clearance 
Sale 

25%  -  75%  OFF 
Selected  Items 
March  1  -  15 

The  latest 
in  Fashion 

Come  See  Us 

1302  Castro 
(at  24th) 

282-6688 


Dale  "Hep  Cat"  Miller  (guitarist  at  center)  look  advantage  of  last  month 's  sunny 
weather  to  sit  and  strum  outside  his  Noe  Valley  Music  store  with  fellow  musicians 
Tim  Robertson  (left)  and  Jason  Eggink  (right). 


FOUR  to  Fillmore  (between  California 
and  Sacramento  Streets)  is  the  popular 
punk  boutique  Algebra.  "We  just 
couldn't  find  anything  smaller  on  24th 
Street."  sighs  manager  Barbara  Arena. 

Moving  onto  the  Big  Two-Four  is  an 
outlet  of  Recycled  Records  ("We  Buy  & 
Sell).  The  store  will  occupy  the  rather 
spacious  and  long-vacant  spot  next  to 
Shufat  Market.  (Shufat,  by  the  way.  is  a 
small  village  on  the  outskirts  of  Jeru- 
salem, not  the  market  owner's  name. 
The  owner  was  born  in  Shufat.  and  his 
name  is  Kamal  Omar.) 

Danish  Delights,  the  designer  clothier 
on  24th  near  Castro,  recently  changed  its 
name  to  Jim  Proby.  Inc..  because,  ac- 
cording to  the  management.  "Everybody 
thought  we  were  a  pastry  shop."  Yeah, 
but  now  it  sounds  like  an  insurance 
agency,  n'est-ce  pas'? 

S  ©  S 

CROISSANTS  R  US.  La  (not  so)  Pe- 
tite Boulangerie  has  opened  a  branch  in 
the  Diamond  Heights  Shopping  Center. 
According  to  store  manager  Philip  Rob- 
bins,  over  700  people  showed  up  on 
opening  day  (Jan.  31)  to  gobble  up  the 
bakery's  butter  croissants,  evidently  a 


The  Broker 
YouThist: 

Strain  &  Associates 
2964  Diamond  St. 

Across  rhe  street  from 
Glen  Park  BART  Station 

469-0200 

For  The  Plan 
He  Thists: 
Blue  Shield 

Health  Plans 

Choice  of  plans  and  prices 
for  individuals  and  fami- 
lies of  all  ages  and  groups 
of  all  sizes 

$2,000,000  in  lifetime 
benefits  with  Coronet 
Major  Benefits  ($1,000,000 
for  other  plans) 
Over  34,000  Physician 
Members  helping  to  keep 
down  medical  costs 

Remember.  .Blue  Shield 
makes  the  difference. 
That's  Shield! 


Blue  Shield 

of  California 

CALIFORNIA  PHYSICIANS  StHVlCt 


hot  item.  "We  sell  300  a  day."  He  also  re- 
ported that  gross  sales  in  the  first  month 
of  business  vaulted  his  store  to  sixth 
place  (out  of  74  Petite  locations  in 
California).  For  those  who  have  a  social 
conscience,  rest  assured  that  any  baked 
goods  not  sold  at  day's  end  are  picked  up 
by  St.  Anthony's. 

Diamond  Heightsers  should  also  note 
that  the  shopping  center's  Da  Vinci  Piz- 
zeria has  been  sold  to  Sharon  and  Robert 
Valentino,  who  operate  a  Mill  Valley 
pizza  parlor  called  Stephanos.  The  new 
owners  will  remodel  DaVinci,  we're 
told,  but  still  parlay  pizza. 

And  guess  what  will  soon  be  sand- 
wiched between  the  pastry  and  the 
pizza?  That's  right,  another  video  store, 
this  one  called  Diamond  Video. 

s  s  s 

MORE  YUPDATES:  According  to  the 
four  video  vendors  on  or  around  24th 
Street,  the  most  popular  movies  in  down- 
town Noe  Valley  last  month  were  'All  of 
Me,"  starring  Steve  Martin  and  Lily 
Tomlin  (Video  Wave  and  National 
Video);  "The  Empire  Strikes  Back"  (One 
Stop  Video);  and  "The  Adventures  of 
Buckaroo  Banzai"  (Video  Uno). 

Those  of  you  who  still  read  might  be 


3161  MISSION  ST  SF 
282-2928 


NEW  HOURS: 
Open  until  1 1 :30  Fit  &  Sat 


M-Th    7am  9  00pm 
F  So    8am  1  I  30pm 
Sun     8am  9  00pm 


interested  in  picking  up  a  copy  of  Vic- 
tims, the  latest  from  local  mystery  man 
Collin  Wilcox,  now  available  at  the  S.F. 
Mystery  Store  at  24th  and  Diamond. 
While  there,  take  a  sniff  at  The  Sour- 
dough Wars  by  San  Franciscan  Julie 
Smith. 

You  talk  about  prolific — authors 
Diane  Burns  and  Sharyn  Venn,  who  run 
the  Noe  Valley  Mall's  Tech  Art  Gallery, 
have  published  two  computer  manuals 
that  are  currently  receiving  national  dis- 
tribution. One  introduces  the  hacker  to 
the  TRS-80  computer,  arid  the  other  to 
Radio'  Shack's  now  famous  "Model 
100."  The  duo  is  presently  working  on 
what  may  well  become  a  software  clas- 
sic .  The  Supercalc  Primer.  . 

s  s  s 

OUR  KINDA  MUSAK:  Coast  Sav- 
ings manager  Brent  Tauter  is  the  lead 
guitarist  and  songwriter  for  the  heavily 
metallic  group  The  Path.  The  band  has 
just  released  its  first  single.  "Comin'  at 
Ya."  which  should  be  available  at  Street- 
light Records  across  the  street  any  day 
now 

The  long-dormant  PTA  at  Alvarado 
School  has  been  revived  by  a  band  of  30 
parents  led  by  president  pro  tern  Michele 
Merchant.  The  group's  first  project  this 
year  was  to  send  a  letter  home  with  all 
450  of  the  Alvarado  kids  asking  their  par- 
ents for  a  dollar  donation  to  Ethiopian 
famine  relief.  To  the  surprise  of  many, 
over  60  contributions — some  as  high  as 
10  bucks — came  back  the  next  day  The 
PTA  plans  to  hold  its  meetings  not  only 
at  Alvarado.  but  also  at  Geneva  Towers 
in  Visitacion  Valley,  where  many  of  the 
school's  students  live.  Michele  hopes 
this  set-up  "will  encourage  greater  par- 
ticipation." 

©  S  S 

HOT  FLASHES  from  our  nation's 
capital:  New  Education  Secretary  Wil- 
liam J.  Bennett  emphatically  stated  at 
his  first  press  conference  that  he  would 
support  all  of  President  Reagan's  pro- 
posed cuts  in  college  student  aid  pro- 
grams. Any  student  who  might  be 
harmed  financially  by  these  cutbacks,  he 
added,  should  consider  "divestiture  of  a 
certain  sort — stereo  divestiture,  auto- 
mobile divestiture,  three-weeks-at-the- 
beach  divestiture."  Gee,  Ron.  the  choice 
of  Bennett  seems  like  another  master 
stroke.  Why  not  just  appoint  the  Cleve- 
land Wrecking  Co.  to  run  our  schools? 

That's  all.  you  all.  □ 


Richard  Wayland 
Piano  Service 

807  Valencia  Street 
San  Francisco,  CA  94110 

tuning  ■  regulating  •  repairing 
computer-assisted  rest  ringing 

(415)  821-4980 
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Church  Street  Neighbors 


Open  for 
LUNCH 
from  11  AM 


Wine, 
Beer  and 
Cheese 


BISTRO 


1399  Church  St.  at  26th  in  Noe  Valley 
550-8868 


A  Friendly  Place  featuring  Fine 
Spirits  in  a  Warm  Atmosphere 

Open  8am  to  2am 
Corner  Twenty  fourth  and  Church  Streets 


★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★ 

Now  at  Headlights 

25%  off  haircuts— regularly  $21.  New  clientele  only,  with  this  ad. 


t 


25%  off  all  perms  &  colors  &  hair/nail-care  products  with  this  ad. 
Offers  Expire  April  1st 
★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★^ 


3789  24th  Street 
at  Church  Street 
San  Francisco 


Mon.  thru  Sat. 
10:30-7  pm 
Ph:  285-7174 


24th  &  Church 
Streets 


Visit  other  stores  at 
759  Third  Street 
(nr.  Townsend) 
Haight  and  Shrader 


Vintage  Emporium 


Antiques,  Collectibles,  Furniture 
featuring 

A  fine  selection  of  Dressers,  Desks, 
Tables,  Chairs,  Paintings,  Mirrors, 
Trunks,  Old  Kitchen  Utensils, 
CoIIectables,  etc. 


Estates  and  single  items  purchased. 
Consignments  wanted. 


1500  Church  St  at  27th  550-0906 
Tues-Fri  1-6  •  Sat  &  Sun  11-5 
Closed  Mondays 


 Milium-- 


M0VIEMATE  TWIN  PAK" 

VCR  Rental  Special 


The  MovieMate 
Twin  PakSM  includes 

*  Overnight  rental  of 
a  video  player. 

*  2  rental  movies  of 
your  choice. 

*  Free  popcorn 

*  Valuable  coupon 
book. 


$£95 

\J  <;i  in  - 


SUN  -THURS. 


OFFER  EXPIRES  3/28/85 


2235  Gel  larl  Blvd. 
So.  San  Francisco 
952-4300 


BRING  THE  STARS  HOME  TONIGHT! 


1201  Church  1075  Columbus  Ave.  2901  Taraval  St. 
(at  24th  St.)  (Columbus  &  Francisco)  (at  39th  Ave.) 

648-0300  885-4588  731-0707 


Movwi  grm  in  MovwMolf  *  vio«o  pioyti  mull  6*  fttutnM  D»  4PM  on  doy  following  rtnlol  viPcoiaoi  vono 
10  ond  iMuiitv  dtpow  ufluiitd  ConnolotcomoinM  »iin  any  olM*  omi  RtgutalKMI  moy  vory  UmDMM  uockonnond 
WorWi  »n)«tl  cnoln  ol  IrencMMd  r»«0  ilorai  In  on  60  MM  ond  Conodo  Fo>  inWimoiion  con  I-MO-M7  1310  «  (503)  2S4-7MS 
lolol  mvtjlmtnl  ■  $90.000 10  SI63  000  Nolionol  Vid*o  Von  o/o  i  not  p»  nasally  owned  ono  op»ia*a  Doncrus**  01 
Nolionol  V«}»0  inc  PO  8o«  I8J20  Portland  0«  97218  d98S  Notional  V«J»o  Inc  Aimgnu  iswi^O  Iha 
odv«<liMm*M  ii  no*  on  ofHnno  V.  ofitnng  con  only  »  mod*  oy  o  prospectus  niea  his*  wiin  in»  Depo'tmeni  ol  low 
ol  IN  So*  01 NH  Vort  Such  flung  dot*  nc*  continuM  approval  6y  il»  Oeportmtni  ol  low 
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MORE 

MOUTHS 

•to  feed- 


"She  was  stuck,  about  an  inch  inside," 
recalled  Anne  Taylor-Dang.  "I  pushed  for 
about  three  hours,  then  we  decided  to  go 
to  the  hospital." 

Anne,  dad  Herb,  their  doctor  and  a 
friend  piled  into  the  doc's  compact  car 
and  headed  for  Mt.  Zion. 

"Divisadero  was  all  torn  up.'*  mom 
noted.  "Everyone  was  arguing  about  how 
to  get  there,  and  I  was  just  about  dead." 
But  near  Page  Street,  they  spotted  a 
policeman  "with  a  criminal  handcuffed 
to  the  bars  in  his  car."  With  the  officer 
providing  an  escort,  the  group  "(lew 
down  Divisadero  about  80  miles  an  hour" 
and  finally  reached  the  hospital. 

And  not  a  moment  too  soon.  Anne 
waddled  into  Labor  and  Delivery,  lay 
down  "and  pushed  once.  The  doctor 
turned  to  put  on  his  gloves,  and  the  baby 
flew  out  and  landed  on  the  very  edge  of 
the  bed. 

"Everybody's  mouth  flew  open.  1  said, 
'What  is  it?'" 

"It"  was  Amelia  Crystal  Delzinn  Jack 
Dang  (weight:  9  pounds,  2  ounces;  birth- 
date:  Dec.  8,  1984). 

"You  know,"  Anne  mused  later,  "we'll 
never  have  an  accurate  horoscope.  No- 
body looked  at  the  clock." 

Despite  astrological  uncertainty, 
Amelia  and  her  family  are  all  doing  fine. 
"We  live  on  Fountain  Street,  right  by 
where  the  house  blew  up,"  Anne  said, 
referring  to  the  March  1983  explosion 
that  wiped  out  two  nearby  homes.  Judg- 


Voted 
"Best  Cappuccino 
in  S.F.  " 
—  1982,  1983  S.F.  Fair 

'  Graffeo,  Malvina  &  Capricorn 
Coffees 

•  Espresso  •  Desserts 

•  Sandwiches  •  Homemade  Soups 

•  Salads  •  Teas 

•  Coffee  beans  sold  or  ground  to 
choice 

Live  Music  Fri  &  Sat  PM 
Monthly  Art  Exhibits 

Mon-Thur  8-8  pm 
Fri  &  Sat  8-11  pm 
Sundays  9-8  pm 

4123  24th  St./Castro 
285-5598 


ing  by  her  own  noteworthy  arrival, 
daughter  Amelia  seems  destined  to  up- 
hold Fountain  Street's  dramatic  tradition. 

MORE  MOUTHS  TO  FEED  wants 
to  show  off  your  newest  family  member. 
If  you  have  a  new  baby  in  residence, 
please  send  your  announcement  to  the 
Noe  Valley  Voice,  Mo'  Mouths  Depart- 
ment, I02I  Sanchez  St..  S.F.  941 14. 
We'll  be  happy  to  write  a  review  and  take 
care  of  the  publicity  photos,  and  you'll 
end  up  with  the  perfect  complement  for 
your  portfolio. 


Dr.  Lena  S.  Sandahl 

Chiropractor  

3882  24th  Street 

San  Francisco,  CA  94  7 14 

Telephone  415  648  4100 


SAN  FRANCISCO  FIBER 

IN  A  CREATIVE  SKYLIT  STUDIO 


YARNS  &  CLASSES 


WEAVING  •  SPINNING  •  BASKETRY  •  KNITTING 


WJS  ARMY  ST.  mi 
corner  Valencia  •  behind  Sears  Produce 
SAN  FRANCISCO,  CA  941 10 

(415)  821-2568 


VLSO:  looms  •  wheels  •  equipment 
knitting  supplfci  *  hulk  ili,v  mint* 
h.:n<iknil  &  l>.in<!\\<:\<  r  KO<xls 


Open  8  am 
to  2  am 


826-6250 


Corner  of  Church 
and  25th  Street 

Since  1969  (at  least) 

Featuring  the  best  tap  beer  and  jukebox,  the  grooviest  atmosphere 
in  the  Valley,  and  free  popcorn. 


r 


MORE  BOOKS  TO  READ 


Noe  Valley  Librarian  Susan  BiziO  gave  us 
this  list  of  new  books  received  al  the  Jersey 
Street  library  in  January.  You  can  check  'em 
out  Tuesday  through  Saturday;  phone  285- 
2788  for  exact  limes 

Fiction 

The  Enchantress — Suyin  Han 
The Ghostway — Tbny  Hillerman 
The  Noonday  Devil-  Ralph  Mclnenn 
Moscow  Rules—  Robed  Moss 
Solstice — Joyce  Carol  Oates 
Affairs  al  Thrush  Green — Miss  Read 
The  Raj  Quarret—  Paul  Scott 
The  Collected  Siories— Dylan  Thomas 
Dream  of  Orchids — Phyllis  Whitney 

Non-Fiction 

Community  Dreams:  Ideas  for  Enriching 
Neighborhood  and  Community  Life  —  Bill 
Berkowitz 


Careers  for  the  Community  College 

Graduate — Fred  Chernow 
Consumer  Reports  Guide  to 

Electronu  s  in  the  Home 
The  Fast  Truck  to  the  Top  Jobs 

in  New  Medical  Careers— Carol  hron 
Everyday  Phrases:  Their  Origins 

and  Meanings— Neil  Ewart 

The  Road  Back  to  Health  Coping  with 

the  Emotional  Side  of  Cancer — Neil  Fiore 

90  Highest-Paying  Careers  for  the  '80s — 
Anita  Gates 

Kovels'  Know  Your  A nticpies  —  Ralph  &  Terry 
Kovel 

HOW  to  Read  and  Profit  From  Financial 

News— Gerald  Krelelz 
An  Outdoor  Guide  to  the  San  Francisco 

Bay  Area:  Exploring  with  Boots,  Bikes, 

Backpacks.  Buses,  Boats.  Books  and 

BART—  Dorothy  Whilnah 


c 


I  he  Only  Pub  on  Dolores  Street. 


Dolores  St. 
(at  the  corner  of 
29th  and  Dolores) 


-Best  By  the  Bay' 
in  S.F.  Magazine 


CAFE  GITANE'S 


3214  16th  St.  (between  Guerrero  &  Dolores) 

San  Francisco's  Finest  Tunisian  Restaurant 

Open  for  Breakfast,  Lunch  and  Dinner 
Mon.-Fri.  9:30am-10:30  pm 
Saturday  10am-10:30pm 
Closed  Sunday 

Saturday  Champagne  Brunch  10  rwj-3  pm 
We  are  closed  3-5  each  after  noon 

Specializing  in  Mediterranean 
and  Tunisian  Specialties 
Fine  Wines  &  Beers 
Espresso  &  Cappucino 
Fresh  Baked  French  Tarts 
Different  Specialties  Each  Evening 

431-5838 
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ELISA'S 
HEALTH  SPA 

Open  7  days  a  week 
11:00a.m. -11:00p.m. 

"SPECIALOFFER 

$1  off  hot  tub       50c  off  sauna 
11  am-3  pm 

4026V2  24th  St.  (Noe  &  Castro) 
821-6727 


Integral  Data' 


Data  and  Word  Processing 


Curt  Philips 
151  Chenery  Street 
San  Francisco,  CA  94131 

(415)  821-6846 


BANKof  AMERICA 

4098  24th  Street 
622-4301 


Computer  Consultants 

will  help  you  realize  the 
full  potential  of  your  Apple, 
CP/Mor  MS-DOS  machine. 
Knowledgeable  in  Wordstar, 
D  Base  II,  Lotus,  Supercalc  I 
and  interfacing  printers. 

David  Blow 

ChiefPartner 

Ecobyte 

439  Hoffman  Ave. 

San  Francisco,  CA  94114 

(415)221-2764 


564-6360 


Faji 

Japanese  Dining 

(V 


Dinner 
Tues  -  Sun  5:00  -  9:00 
Fri  &  Sat  5:00  -  9:45 
Sushi  Bar 
301  West  Portal  Avenue 
CLOSE  TO  NOE  VALLEY 


I 


2  Eggs,  Potato 
&  Muffin 
$1.95 

3  Eggs  Scrambled  with 

Italian  Sausage 
and  Potatoes  &  Muffin 
2.95 


Acme's  Economy  Winter  Breakfasts 
  8  am  to  11  am   


Buckwheat  Waffle 
w/  Sauteed  Fresh  Fruit 

2.25 


Sauteed 
Chicken  Livers 
&Eggs 

3.95 


METAL  SPINNING  WORKS  CAFE 


Eggs  Benedict 
3.95 

Plus  Acme's 
Regular  Breakfasts 

3917  24TH  STREET 
824-3555 


Eggs  Florentine 
3.95 

Acme  Hours: 

Mon.-Fri. 
8:30am-10pm 

Sat.  &  Sun. 
9:00am-10pm 


Nova  Business  Services 

•  General  Bookkeeping 

•  Tax  Preparation 

•  Complete  Mailing  Services 

•  List  Management,  Word 
Processing 

All  services  custom  designed 
to  fit  your  needs. 

2281A  15th  St.  431-0581 
San  Francisco,  CA  94114 


NEW  ZIPPY  BOOK 

<f  Pointed  n 
Behavior 


ON  SALE 
NOW!  YOW! 

IS  IT  A  BEST 
SELLER  YET? 


9<b. 


VALENCIA 


CHIROPRACTIC  CLINIC 
Open  December  1st 
Mon  -Sot 


OFFERING: 


•  Chiropractic 

•  Reflexology 

•  Sports  Injuries 

•  Nutritional  Therapy 

•  Acupuncture 

Valencia  Chiropractic  Clinic 
502  Valencia  St 
San  Francisco,  CA  94110 


415)  626-7944 


GROCtM 

WHICH  DEPEMD5  ON 
THE  SUPPORT  of  THE  COMMUNITY 

we  offer  congenial,  atmosphere 
^ood  prices 
£ood  selection  of  food 
in  bulk 

whole  6raln  foods,  -flours 
nuts,  oils ,  produce 
larde  variety  of  cheeses 
cofy  ees,  teas,  herbs,  spic  es 
and  staple  household  items 

WE  ACCEPT  FOOD  STAMPS  AND  OFFER  IO% 
DISCOUNT   FOR  SENIOR  CITIZENS. 
WE  ENCOURAGE   RECVCUNG  BV  ASKING.  VOU 
TO  BRING    YOUR  OON  CONTAINER  AND  BAGS. 
OPEN  ■■  Mora  TO  SAT.  lO-7     SUN    IO  — 3 
EASV    PARKING]  .      COME   SEE  US.<S> 


HOMES  OF  CHARM 

decorators  jU/VQnE 

Over  20  years  in  Noe  Valley. 
Large  assortment  of  Victorian 
hardware,  chandeliers,  original 
&  reproductions,  oak  &  pine 
furniture,  country  kitchen, 
old  tools  and  the  unusual. 

Open  every  day  12:00  -  6:00 
1544  Church  647-4586 


S.  DAVIS 


ANTIQUES 


Direct  Importer  of 
English  Antique 
Furniture  and 
Furnishings. 
Fine  Quality  at 
Affordable  Prices. 

At  Church  and 
Clipper  Streets 

Open 

11-7  Weekdays 
11-5  Weekends 

647-2030 


Chocolate 
Peanut  Butte 
Swirl 

Hand-Packed 
Flavors 

Amarctto 
Blueberry 
Coffee  Bean 
Ginger 
Honey  Carob 
Mango 

Peanut  Butler 

Rum  Raisin 

Strawberry 

I Mtra  Chocolate 

Vanilla 

Lemon  Sherbet 
Orange  Sherbet 
Strawberry  Sherbet 
Vanilla  Fudge 
Chocolate  Peanut 

Butter  Swirl 
Banana  Walnut 
Butter  Almond 


Cherry  Vanilla 
Chocolate  Chip 
Chocolate 

Chocolate  Chip 
Cookie  Milk 

Chocolate 
Cookie  Vanilla 
Dutch  Almond 

Chocolate 
Dutch  Almond 

Vanilla 
Lychee  Nut 
Mint  Chocolate 

Chocolate  Chip 
Mocha  Walnut 
Pecan  Pecan 
White  Pistachio 
Pumpkin 
Egg  Nog 


<Double9§inbow 


519  Powell 

(at  Sutter) 
3933  24th 
(near  Noc) 
2133  Chestnut 
(near  Sterner) 
1724  Halght 
(near  Cole) 


1653  Polk 

(near  Clay) 
316  Columbus 
(near  Broadway) 
407  Castro 
(near  Market) 
4068  Piedmont 
(In  Oakland) 
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Across  the  Boards 

The  Steamy  Side  of  Life 


By  Karen  Gibbens 

Editor  's  Note:  The  Community  Boards 
Program  provides  free  dispute  resolu- 
tion by  trained  volunteers  in  20  San 
Francisco  neighborhoods.  Its  Eureka/ 
Noe  Valley  office,  located  at  1195 
Church  St.  near  24th  (telephone:  H21- 
2470),  has  recently  expanded  to  include 
Bernal  Heights  and  the  entire  Mission 
District.  The  following  is  an  account  of 
an  actual  Mission  District  hearing:  how- 
ever, names  and  certain  details  have 
been  changed  to  protect  the  partici- 
pants' identify. 

Neighborhood  residents  who'd  like  to 
take  a  look  at  the  Community  Boards 
Program  in  its  natural  habitat  are  in- 
vited to  an  open  house  at  the  Church 
Street  office  March  16,  from  II  a.m.  to 
3  p.m. 


As  president  of  a  neighborhood  as- 
sociation, Joyce  Martin  frequently  re- 
ceives calls  about  controversial  topics  on 
her  turf.  So.  when  local  resident  George 
Dominguez  told  her  that  he  and  some 
neighbors  had  drawn  up  a  petition  to 
oust  a  nearby  soup  kitchen,  she  asked 
them  to  come  and  talk  about  it  at  a  com- 
munity meeting.  Next,  she  contacted  the 
soup  kitchen  and  invited  the  staff  to  at- 
tend, concluding  that  both  parties  would 
then  have  a  chance  to  air  their  concerns. 

However,  when  the  meeting  took 
place.  Joyce  discovered  an  exception  to 
a  widely  held  rule:  a  watched  pot  does 
occasionally  boil.  The  soup  kitchen  de- 
bate heated  up  rapidly,  and  what  started 
out  as  a  polite  discussion  soon  digressed 
into  a  shouting  match. 

Joyce  felt  helpless  under  the  cir- 
cumstances. She  could  see  clearly  the 
plight  of  the  two  groups,  but  as  emotions 
steamed,  control  waned.  Joyce  under- 
stood the  need  for  both  sides  to  com- 
municate in  a  safe,  mediated  setting  and 
turned  to  Community  Boards  for  relief. 
"'I  didn't  know  if  they  could  handle  group 
problems  like  this  one,"  she  said,  "espe- 
cially coming  from  a  third  party." 

But  rising  to  the  situation.  Commu- 
nity Boards  quickly  scheduled  a  hearing, 
arranged  spokespersons  to  speak  for  the 
groups  (although  everyone  got  a  chance 
to  talk),  and  selected  a  panel  to  serve  as 
mediators.  Since  George  Dominguez 
had  initiated  the  action  for  the  residents, 
he  spoke  on  their  behalf: 

"Yes,  I  believe  that  there  should  be 
places  to  feed  the  poor,  and  this  place 
has  been  here  a  long,  long  time.  But  it 
should  first  feed  people  in  the  commu- 
nity— and  these  people  come  from  all 
over!  Also,  the  lines  down  the  street 
make  a  person  uncomfortable. 

"But  mainly  I  think  that  safety  and 
cleanliness  should  be  enforced.  I've 


been  mugged  once,  people  pass  out  on 
the  streets,  and  sometimes  they  can't 
hold  it  and  do  their  thing  right  on  the 
sidewalk.  Don't  they  have  a  bathroom? 
Each  time  I  saw  something  like  that.  I 
got  more  and  more  angry  until  1  couldn't 
stand  it.  I  want  this  place  out  of  the 
neighborhood." 

Naturally,  the  people  from  the  soup 
kitchen  felt  fearful  upon  hearing  this  last 
remark.  After  serving  free  breakfasts  and 
lunches  for  over  15  years,  were  they  now 
going  to  be  thrown  out  of  their  home? 

Numerous  volunteers  were  on  hand  to 
defend  the  kitchen  as  a  necessary  com- 
munity service,  but  Christine  Meyers  led 
the  group's  rebuttal: 

"Our  philosophy  rests  on  the  belief 
that  feeding  the  hungry  is  a  matter  of  jus- 
tice, not  of  charity;  eating  is  a  right,  not 
a  privilege.  And  our  clientele.  1.200 
each  day,  consists  primarily  of  neighbor- 
hood folk — the  elderly  and  people  on 
fixed  incomes. 

"Neighbors  originally  created  the 
kitchen  because  they  saw  the  need  for  it, 
and  we  feel  a  sense  of  neighborhood 
pride  in  our  work."  she  said. 

Those  who  view  the  kitchen  as  an  eye- 
sore, she  continued,  must  realize  that 
"the  poor  generally  don't  look  pretty,  but 
most  are  peaceful.  And  urination  on  the 
streets  isn't  a  new  problem  in  San  Fran- 
cisco. We  try  to  patrol  it  and  have  hung 
signs  to  direct  people  to  public  rest- 
rooms,  but  we  can't  always  control  that." 

As  the  exchange  continued,  the  ten- 
sion that  had  filled  the  room  at  the  start 
of  the  hearing  slowly  began  to  dissipate. 
Participants  took  advantage  of  the  oppor- 
tunity to  really  listen  to  one  another,  and 
an  end  to  their  deadlock  seemed  in  sight. 
But  since  the  meeting  involved  such 
large  numbers  of  people — there  were 
over  20  in  attendance,  all  with  opinions 
to  express — the  groups  decided  to  con- 
tinue their  discussion  at  another  Commu- 
nity Boards  meeting  a  few  weeks  later. 

In  the  interim,  the  soup  kitchen  staff 
agreed  to  provide  an  extra  outdoor 
monitor  for  the  long  lines  and  to  discuss 
the  urination  problem  and  the  neighbors' 
other  concerns  with  their  clients.  For 
their  part,  the  neighborhood  residents 
said  they'd  try  to  generate  local  support 
for  the  kitchen  by  publicizing  its  services 
at  nearby  churches  and  schools.  They 
also  agreed  to  call  the  kitchen  directly  if 
they  had  complaints. 

Though  their  dispute  was  not  entirely 
resolved,  both  sides  exhibited  a  marked 
change  in  attitude  toward  one  another. 
By  the  end  of  the  meeting,  the  situation 
had  evolved  into  one  of  reconciliation 
and  support  rather  than  fear  and  intimi- 
dation. More  importantly,  the  two  fac- 
tions had  pledged  to  work  together,  and 
when  that  happens,  things  can  really 
start  cooking!  □ 


shrimp  salad  ■  frittata 
stringbean  salad 
chicken  broccoli  in  cognac  sauce 
fried  cauliflower 
capricciosa  -  lasagna 
cheeses 
salami 
sandwiches 

Featuring  our  own  personal  recipes 

Authentic  food  from  North  Italy     (415)  282-0081 
Specializing  In  Catered  Parties  _  Nucdo  DeVanna 

649  Diamond  Street        San  Francisco,  CA  94114 


THE  TOP  OF 
24th  STREET 


Food  to  Go 


MEXICAN  ^RESTAURANT 

4166  24th  Street  Closed  Mondays  550-0808 


(  TheflnimdCom 


Pets  for  your  enjoyment, 
Supplies  for  their  needs 

647-8755 

Easy  Parking   VISA  MasterCard 

4298  24th  Street  at  Douglass 
San  Francisco,  CA  941 14 
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La  Uoca 


Spanish  Seafood  Restaurant 
Open  for  Dinner  Daily 


4288  24th  Street 
(at  Dougbss) 


San  Francisco,  CA  94114 
Phone:  282-7780 


WE  TAKE  MORE  TIME 
AND  CUT  YOUR  HAIR 

....JUST  RIGHT!  SAVE 

6th  Year  Anniversary  Special! 

Make  consecutive  haircut  appointments 
for  you  and  your  friend  with  the  same 
stylist  and  receive  the  second  haircut 
half-price — solit  the  difference. 
Appointments 

must  be  made  consecutively. 

Offer  valid  with 
this  ad  only. 

Expires  March  30. 

SHEAR  DELIGHT 


41 55- A  24th  St.  265-4243 


Between  Castro  &  Diamond 
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To  Look  You 
Best,  join 
the  Best 


ONE 
FREE 
FITNESS 
CLASS 

With  this  Ad 

l  or  new  Muilnii 


22nd  &  Dolores 
Edison  Elem. 
use  22nd  St.  entrance 
Ib./Thur.  5:30  &  6:45 

500  Clarendon  Ave. 
Clarendon  Elem. 
off  Laguna  Honda  &  7th 
Mon. /Wed.  4:15  &  5:40 

S4-class  /  $2.25  Series  Rale 
50V,  off  1st  class  ticket 
for  new  students 

For  More  Info  Call: 

343-3522  or  592-7301 


Sea  "Breeze 
Cleaners 

824-5474 


Come  visit  us 
at  our  new  location, 
1420  Castro  St. 
between  Jersey  &  25th 


Professional  cleaners 
3-HOUR  SERVICE 
We  operate  our  own  plant 


Try  our  coin-op  laundry, 
featuring  brand  new 
Speed  Queen  washers  &  dryers 


coin-op 
laundry 
open  daily 
8:00  -  9  30 


cleaners 
Mon.  -  Fri 
7  30  -  6  00 
Sal  9  00  -  6  00 


charters 


DIAMOND  HEIGHTS 
TRAVEL 


cruises 


AIRLINES 


TICKETS       ANYWHI  Kl 


groups  lours 
Upstairs  in  the  Diamond  Heights  Shopping  Center 
San  Francisco,  California  94131  •  (415)  824-4400 


^a/c/tae// '  -^me6   0lecU  $(vtcUe 

PROFESSIONAL  help  in 
selling,  buying  or  trading. 

FREE  PROPERTY  EVALUATION 

GIVE  US  A  CALL!      821  -61 1  0 

1304  CASTRO  STREET  -  CORNER  24th 


PrintMasters 

RETAIL  STORE 
40 1 7  Twenty-Fourth  St.,  San  Francisco 
4 1 5-82 1 -3245 


ON  SALE 

30%  OFF 

All  Calendars 
& 

Appointment  Books 


Follow  the  Rainbow  to 
COTTON 
St.  Patrick's  Day  Sale 

March  15-17 

20%  OFF 

all  kids  '  clothes 


cotton 


& 


company 


3961A  24th  Street 
between  Noe  and  Sanchez 


nfie 

Cluese  Company 


10%  Discount  for 
Senior  Citizens. 


3&Q5  z^-th  Strut 

San  Vrunayco  o-f/i-f  Z&5ZZ54- 


ml 


<3*A\~5030 


Invitations,  certificates,  poems, 
announcements,  business  cards 


Elegant  hand  lettering  for  all 
occasions.  Choose  from  a  large 
selection  of  styles. 


SAN  FRANCISCO 
AUTO  REPAIR  CENTER 

FOREIGN  AND  DOMESTIC  AUTO  REPAIRS 

•  Dependable  Work- 
Honest  Prices 

•  Basic  Auto  Repair  Classes 

•  A  Community-Oriented 
People's  Garage 

•  Men  &  Women  Mechanics 

•  Official  California  Smog  Station 


41 5/285-8588 


61 1  Florida  St 
(Near  18th  St 
San  Francisco  941 10 


Hopweirs  Restaurant 

Noe  Valley's  Finest  and  Oldest  Restaurant 
Serving  Breakfast  &  Lunch 

Saturday  &  Sunday  Brunch 
features  Eggs  Benedict 

Mon. -Fri.  7  am-3:30  pm 
Sat.  7:30  am-3:30  pm 
Sun.  7:30  am-3  pm 

4063  24th  Street   1  between  Castro  &  Noe  647-3016 


Heart  Cwe  at 

A  Complete  Exercise  &  Aerobics  Workout  ! 

r  *\ 

Bethany  Methodist  Church 

1268  SANCHEZ  ST  (AT  CLIPPER) 

Monday,  Wednesday,  Friday  6  pm 
Saturday:  10  am 
Instructor: 

Rita  Hovakimian 

759-0508  , 

 ^ 

Wear  sneakers  and 
comfortable  clothing. 
Bring  a  mat  or  towel. 

CLASSES  ARE  ONGOING  &  CONTINUOUS 
JOIN  US  ANYTIME. 

MEN  AND  WOMEN  OF  ALL  AGES  AND  ABILITY 
ARE  WELCOME. 

^   J 
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CHILDCARE.  Need  caring  person  to  give 
TLC  to  our  8-month-old  daughter.  Two  days 
per  week  in  our  Noe  Valley  home.  641-7048. 

TAPAEROBICS  IS  COMING!  Watch  for  de- 
tails. 

PART-TIME  JOBS  available— must  be  able 
to  sew  and  do  handwork  For  more  informa- 
tion please  contact  Linda  at  647-2612 

PERCUSSION  LESSONS  Afro-Cuban. 
Brazilian,  jazz,  classical,  congas,  snare 
drum,  mallets,  etc.  All  ages.  BM.  Annette  A. 
Aguilar.  550- 1469. 

ROOFING:  Complete  or  patch.  Tar  and 
gravel  and  shingles.  Licensed.  648-1662. 

GRANDMAS  HOUSECLEANING.  "Do- 
ing Work  With  Pride"  in  San  Francisco  since 
1970.  Old-fashioned  housekeeping  done 
weekly  or  bi-monthly.  Bonded.  Call  387- 
5600.  9  a.m.  to  5  p.m. 

WANTED  TO  RENT  ASAP:  garage/ground 
level  space.  Must  store  sports  magazines  in 
Noe  Valley.  Barry.  Woodford  Associates. 
824-6610. 

LEGAL  LIVE-IN  ARTISTS'  work  space 
available  June  1985.  500  to  700  square  feet. 
S600-$800  plus  $1,000  key  fee.  Mission 
District.  No  bands.  Call  781-8224. 

BEGINNING/INTERMEDIATE  female  jog- 
ging partners  needed.  Run  8:00/8:30  a.m. 
weekdays.  824-4384. 

JOB  OFFER.  Looking  for  someone  who 
likes  working  with  cars  washing  and  doing 
general  preventive  maintenance  The  work  is 
part-time  and  the  hours  can  be  flexible. 
282-3300. 

TRY  ACUPUNCTURE  or  acupressure  for  the 
rebalance  in  your  life  you  may  be  looking  for. 
Personalized  care  for  a  variety  of  health 
problems.  Brian  Shoenberger.  M.A..  C.A. 
282-9982. 

I  T.C  LANGUAGE  SCHOOL.  Over  50  lan- 
guages. Patented  method.  Professional 
teachers.  All  levels.  Two  students/class. 
Starting  weekly,  mornings,  afternoons,  even- 
ings, Saturdays.  Free  orientation.  885-1233. 

1972  HONDA.  Good  city  car.  Any  reasona- 
ble offer  acceptable.  861-7114. 

WOMEN'S  COUNSELING,  specializing  in 
weight  and  relationship  issues:  how  to  get 
into  a  relationship  and  stay  in  one.  Kaiv 
Byrne.  M  A.  824-4384. 

TAP  DANCE  NOW.  Call  621  -TAPS. 

TREAT  YOURSELF  to  the  finest  in  thera- 
peutic massage!  Swedish,  Shiatsu,  acupres- 
sure. Barbara  Borowitz,  282-3096. 

GENERAL  CARPENTRY  and  Repairs:  In- 
terior-exterior, doors,  windows,  painting. 
Sandy.  285-8462. 


Jeffrey  B.  Haber 

Bp 


.r///ofneu  a/  Una: 


Real  Estate  Law,  Divorce 

and  Personal  Injury- 
Free  V2  hour  consultation 

GLEN  PARK 
2858  Diamond  Street 
San  Francisco.  CA  94131 
(415)  586-4300 


NOE  VALLEY  DELI 

Fresh  Turkey  and 
Roast  Beef  Sandwiches 
Homemade  Halalel 
Homemade  Piroshki 
Ficsh  Salads 

ALL  MADE  DAILY 

4015  24th  St         M.-Sat  9-7:30 
824-8373  Sun.  10-6 


CLASS  ADS 


COMPLETE  LANDSCAPING  &  gardening: 
consultation,  design,  installation,  clean-ups 
and  maintenance.  Paths,  walls,  decks, 
patios,  fences  and  rock  gardens  Expert  prun- 
ing. Free  estimate.  Estelle.  282-8099. 

TAROT  FOR  YOURSELF.  Six-week  evening 
classes  with  Mary  Greer:  The  Major  Arcana 
begins  Tuesday.  March  19  The  Minor  Arcana 
begins  Thursday.  March  21.  Private  consulta- 
tions focus  on  your  options  and  choices.  Call 
824-8938.  Her  book  Tarot  for  Your  Self:  A 
Workbook  for  Personal  Transformation  is 
available  at  Star  Magic  and  Philosopher's 
Stone. 

POTTERY  CLASSES.  552 A  Noe.  Individual 
attention  for  all  levels.  Teacher  graduate  of 
Alfred  College  of  Ceramics.  $100  for  six 
weeks  with  open  studio.  Beginning  March  5 
or  April  16.  For  information  call  Eileen, 
753-1233.  or  studio.  861-9779 

BAD  OR  LEAKY  ROOF?  Send  $62.50 
check  or  money  order  for  Do-It-Yourself 
Roofing  Kit.  C.T.  Gray,  Gen.  Delivery.  San 
Francisco,  94101. 

DETOX  OFF  ALCOHOL  and/or  drugs  in 
complete  confidentiality.  Home  or  office 
visits.  Brian  Shoenberger.  state  certified 
acupuncturist,  282-9982. 

GRAPHIC  ARTIST.  Design,  layout,  hand- 
cut  ruby  color  separations,  and  silk-screen 
film  cutting.  824-8567. 

HOUSECLEANING.  specializing  in  homes 
with  pets,  $  10/hr. ,  references,  call  Penn. 
552-1499. 

VISITING  PARENTS  seek  to  housesit  or 
find  bed/breakfast  in  Noe  Valley/Bernal 
Heights.  One  or  two  weeks,  April  Call  Beth 
(415)648-2172. 

1985  MUSTANG.  Moved  to  Boston,  must 
sell.  25.000  miles.  $7,000  or  best  offer. 
861-7114. 

WE'RE  MOTHERS!  We  sell  Discovery  Toys 
because  it  draws  on  our  enthusiasm  and  de- 
sire to  balance  our  work  with  family.  Are  you 
looking  for  a  creative  outlet  while  achieving 
that  balance?  You  need  transportation  and 
$75  deposit  toward  a  kit  that  starts  you  in 
business.  Questions?  Call  Nancy  Philpot  at 
821-7987. 

FRENCH.  ITALIAN.  ESL TUTOR.  French 
born.  Italian  raised,  U.S.  certified,  experi- 
enced teacher.  Individual  or  group  instruc- 
tion. Call  Catherine.  824-1634. 


DIRT  CHEAP 
PLANE  TICKETS 
AND  CRUISES 

Call  824-2550 


__  dirt  cheap  travel 

3850  23rd  St. 
'  *  Groups  Welcome! 


■tr     .  ■    TAX  AWARENESS 
.-'MAXIMIZES  TAX  SAVINGS 

Take  advantage  of  all  the  legal  tax  saving 
measures  available  to  you  and  become 
aware  of  tax  saving  strategies  for  the 
future  Year  round  tax  planning  and 
personalized  tax  consulting  and  prepa- 
ration for  individuals  involved  in  business,  real 
estate,  and  all  aspects  of  individual  tax.  including 
audit  assistance 

MARIE'S  TAX  SERVICE 

MARlE  SOOKLARlS  TAX  PRACTITIONER 

1 0th  Year  m  Tax  Profession 
(415)  648-3353 
Noe  Valley  near  24th  and  Church 


ST.  FRANCIS  LUTHERAN  CHURCH 

invites  you  to 
Sunday  Service  at  11  A.M. 

152  Church  Street,  near  Market 


PROFESSIONAL  OFFICE  SPACE  availa- 
ble. In  downtown  Noe  Valley.  647-4163 

WANTED:  GRAPHIC  ARTIST  (0  design 
flyers  for  the  Noe  Valley  Cinema  in  exchange 
tor  free  admission  to  our  films.  Call  Linn 
Swaim.  929-0382. 

EXPERIENCED  NOE  VALLEY  photog- 
rapher seeks  B&W  darkroom  to  share  ap- 
prox  three  hours/week.  I  have  some  equip- 
ment and  excellent  work  habits.  Please  call 
821-7369. 

TYPIST  SEEKS  MINI-JOB:  Freelance  typist 
seeks  ongoing,  five-hour-per-week  typing 
job.  Discount  rates  tor  regular  work.  282- 
7886. 

SUZUKI  PIANO  LESSONS:  Experienced 
instructor  offers  lessons  for  children.  Patricia 
Elliott.  586-6444. 

TYPING/EDITING  by  experienced  writer. 
Fair  rates,  flexible  hours,  absolute  accuracy. 
IBM  Correcting  Selectric  III.  Noe  &  25th  St. 
282-7886. 

CAT  &  PLANT  CARE  in  your  home  while 
you're  gone.  One  person  operation.  Noe  Val- 
ley   preferred     Six    years'  experience 
Bonded  References  Call  A-K.  648-8132. 

AFFORDABLE  COUNSELING  is  available 
to  individuals,  couples  and  families  If  you 
are  feeling  stuck,  personally  or  in  a  relation- 
ship..if  you  see  yourself  headed  toward  a 
crisis  or  losing  perspective  on  your  situa- 
tion...or  if  you  have  recognized  a  need  for 
professional  help  with  a  problem  but  are  not 
seeking  on-going,  in-depth  psychotherapy,  I 
offer  a  short-term,  supportive,  goal-oriented 
approach  for  change  As  a  licensed  M  FC  C. 
(#MN  19546)  in  private  practice  at  Buena 
Vista  Counseling  Center.  I  am  reserving 
spaces  for  low-fee  clients  This  means  your 
fee  is  determined  by  you.  based  on  what  you 
feel  you  can  afford.  For  more  information 
and  appointments,  call  Burt  Kirson  (415) 
285-6019. 

CARPENTRY  General/structural.  Also 
bricks,  roof  shingles,  gutters.  333-8193. 

VICTOR  THE  MAGICIAN  'From  Birth- 
days to  Banquets."  Reasonable  rales.  431- 
5390. 

DEPRESSION  CLASSES  that  work!  Learn 
the  causes  of  human  pain  and  tormenting 
inner  thoughts.  Practical  life-changing 
answers  that  heal.  Nothing  to  join.  $3. 
587-2878. 


Income 
Tax 


TAXMAN 


300  Vicksburg,  Suite  1 
(at  24th  St.) 
San  Francisco 
Call  TAxman  1-3200 


PAINTING  &  COLOR 
DESIGN  by 


G&  M 
Painting 

Mel  Gllley 
884-8278 

Lie.  #458114 


'iSAgi 


WiPomieil 
X 

Weaver 

ATTORNEYS  AT  LAW 
4091  24th  Street 
NOE  VALLEY 
(415)  641-0700 


MAJOR  APPLIANCE  repair  service  in  your 
home  at  affordable  rates  on  refrigerators, 
freezers,  ice  makers,  heaters,  disposals,  dish- 
washers, ranges,  washers  and  dryers  Ex- 
perienced and  reliable.  7  a.m.  to  5  p.m. 
757-1376.  24  hours. 

MUSIC  CLASSES  for  preschoolers:  special 
music  activities  —  fun  and  educational — for 
ages  3-5.  Experienced  instructor.  Patricia 
Elliott.  586-6444 

IF  YOU  NEED  HELP,  if  your  life  is  painful, 
if  you  are  upset  or  angry,  if  an  important  re- 
lationship is  troubling  you  or  ending,  or  if 
you  are  bearing  the  emptiness  of  not  having 
anyone  close  who  cares  for  you,  there  is  a  re- 
source in  the  neighborhood  which  offers 
warm,  knowledgeable  and  professional  as- 
sistance. Everyone  needs  help  at  limes  We 
provide  consultation  for  both  immediate 
crises  and  ongoing  problems,  lor  individuals, 
couples,  families,  gay  and  straight,  for  what- 
ever length  of  time  you  feel  you  need  Our 
staff  includes  psychologists,  social  workers, 
and  marriage  and  family  counselors  Our 
fees  are  adjustable  and  based  on  income.  In- 
surance is  accepted.  We  offer  daytime,  even- 
ing and  Saturday  appointments.  And  we  are 
conveniently  near  to  you  Buena  Vista  Coun- 
seling Center,  4I55B  24th  St.  Telephone. 
821-6400. 

THE  EMBARCADEROYMCA continues  its 
most  successful  'Y'  Aerobics  program  at  the 
Noe  Valley  Ministry.  Monday,  Wednesday 
evenings.  6.15-7:15  p.m.  Mats  provided" 
Contact  Judy  at  788-3838  or  Dolores  at 
282-5835. 

PET-SITTING:  TENDER.  LOVING  CARE 
for  your  pets  in  your  home.  Leave  the  city 
with  peace  of  mind  Responsible,  Reason- 
able. References.  626-745  2. 

RESUMES.  WRITING  Let  me  help  you 
write  your  resume,  cover  letters,  or  other 
projects,  on  my  word  processor.  Very  rea- 
sonable. Expert  manuscript  editing.  Call 
641-8344. 

LET  YOURSELF  GO.  Therapy  to  enhance 
creativity.  Elliott  Lsenberg.  Ph.D.  282-9733. 

CLEANING:  Homes,  offices.  Meticulous, 
efficient,  reliable.  587-7210. 

REMODEL.  ALL  PHASES:  frame,  plumb- 
ing, electrical,  paint,  cabinets,  custom  furni- 
ture. Lie.  No.  465507.  Craig.  896-0510 


How  to  Use 
Voice  Class  Ads 

It's  easy.  Just  type  or  print  your  copy, 
count  the  number  of  words  (at  20c  each),  en- 
close a  check  or  money  order  for  the  full 
amount,  and  see  that  we  receive  it  by  the  20th 
of  the  month  preceding  month  of  issue.  Our 
address  is  1021  Sanchez  St..  San  Francisco. 
CA  94114.  Note:  Our  next  issue  will  appear 
April  2.  1985,  so  send  your  copy  and  $$  by 
March  20. 


TUGGEY'S 


Hardware  tor  the  hands  man 
Denn\  Cno\annoh 


3885  24th  Street 
San  Francisco.  Ca  s>4l  14 
415-282-5081 


The  name 
friends  recommend. 

30  Monterey  Blvd  San  Francisco  94 1  3 1 


manage,  tai  cm  woraorc 

CALL:  020-30-17 
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CALE   N  DAR 


MARCH  1-17:  THE  JULIAN  THEATRE 
presents  "Homeland, "  a  biting  comedy 
about  a  woman's  tourney  Irom  servitude 
m  South  Africa  to  sell-discovery  in 
Harlem  Julian  Theatre.  953  DeHaro  St 
8pm  647-f 


MARCH  5, 12, 19, 26:  SF  LESBIAN 
CHORUS  welcomes  new  members  to 
its  Tuesday  evening  rehearsals  Castro 
and  18th  Streets  Call  864-8477  or 
285-0572  (or  details 

MARCH  5, 19. 26:  PRESCHOOL 
STORY  TIME  tor  ages  3  to  5  Noe  Valley 
Library,  451  Jersey  St  11  a  m  285-2788 


MARCH  8:  FILM  TRIBUTE  to  Interna- 
tional Women's  Day,  featuring  interviews 
with  Georgia  O'Keete  and  Imogen 
Cunningham  Noe  Valley  Cinema,  1021 
Sanchez  St  8  p  m  282-2317  or 
929-0382 

MARCH  8  &  29:  JIM  MILLER  TRIO  \azz 
with  sax,  guitar  and  bass  Meat  Market 
Coffeehouse,  4123  24th  St  8  p  m 
285-5598 


MARCH 


1985 


MARCH  6:  SEXUAL  OUTLAWS" 
BENEFIT  in  celebration  of  International 
Women's  Week  Co-sponsored  by  U  S 
Prostitutes  Collective  and  Wages  Due 
Lesbians  Amelia's,  647  Valencia  St 
9pm  -2a  m  558-9628 

MARCH  6, 13, 20, 27:  INFANT- 
TODDLER  PROGRAM  for  infants  to  age 
3  Noe  Valley  Library,  451  Jersey  St 
7pm  285-2788 

MARCH6-APRIL6:Velma  Hasu 
Houston's  PLAY  Asa  Ga  Kimashita" 
(Morning  Has  Broken),  about  a 
Japanese  woman's  struggle  between 
family  ties  and  her  love  for  a  WW  II 
American  Gl  Nova  Theatre,  347 
Dolores S!  8pm  221-1227 

MARCH  7:  REGGAE  with  Lamb's 
Bread  The  16th  Note,  3160 161h  St  8  30 
pm  621-1617 

MARCH  7:  Real  to  Reel  Artists' Video 
1970- 72, "a  VIDEO  SCREENING 
featuring  the  early  works  of  Skip 
Sweeney,  Stephen  Beck.  Howard  Fried. 
Paul  Kos,  Tom  Manom.  and  Willie 
Walker  S  F  Museum  of  Modern  Art  Van 
Ness  at  McAllister  St  8pm  863-8800. 
ext  216 


MARCH  8-30:  EXHIBITION  titled 
"Celebrando  Nueslras  Hermanas."  in 
solidarity  with  the  women  of  Central 
and  South  America  and  the  Caribbean 
VIDA  Gallery,  the  Women's  Building. 
3543 18th  St  Reception  March  8  7-9 
p  m  864-VIDA 

MARCH  8-APRIL  21:  SAN  FRAN- 
CISCO REPERTORY  opens  its  newly 
renovated  theater  with  "The  House  of 
Bernarda  Alba. "  considered  a  classic 
Spanish  tragedy  4147 19th  St  at 
Collmgwood  Previews  March  8- 10 
Runs  March  3-April  21.  Wed  -Sat , 
8pm.  Sun  ,3pm  864-3305 

MARCH  9:  ROBIN  FLOWER  and  her 
band  perform  new  acoustic  music  as 
pan  of  the  Noe  Valley  Music  series  Noe 
Valley  Ministry,  1021  Sanchez  St.  8:15 
p  m  282-2317 

MARCH  9:  City  Guide  Judith  Lynch 
leads  a  WALKING  TOUR  FOR  THE 
BLIND  m  Noe  Valley,  starting  at  the  Noe 
Valley  Library,  451  Jersey  St  2  p  m 
Call  Jim  Thomas  or  Debra  Prado  at 
558-5035  (Library  tor  the  Blind)  for 
reservations 
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Refugees  and  their  supporters  will  walk  Irom  Sacramento  to  San  Francisco  as  part  ol 
Central  Amenca  Week  March  19-24  You  can  join  the  procession  at  the  Golden  Gate 
Bndge  at  9  am  on  March  24  and  proceed  to  an  ecumenical  service  at  St.  Mary's  Cathedral 
alipm 


MARCH  7:  ACOUSTIC  BLUES  DUET 
by  guitarists  Dale  Miller  and  Danny 
Kalb,  sponsored  by  Woody 's  Children 
music  series  Noe  Valley  Ministry,  1021 
Sanchez  St  8p.m 

MARCH  7:  PUBLIC  PLANNING 
SESSIONS  for  the  1985  San  Francisco 
Fair  Golden  Gate  National  Recreation 
Area  headquarters,  Fort  Mason  For 
more  information  contact  Shirwm  Smith 
at  556-4484 

MARCH  7:  SUSAN  LEIGH  STAR  reads 
from  her  new  book  of  poems,  The  Zone 
ol  Free  Radicals  Old  Wives  Tales,  1009 
Valencia  St  7  30pm  821-4675 


MARCH  9:  IRISH  MUSIC  by  Out  of  the 
Ram  Meat  Market  Coffeehouse,  4123 
24th  St.  8  p.m.  285-5598 

MARCH  9:  International  Women's  Day 
CULTURAL  EVENING  with  music, 
poetry  and  guest  appearances  by 
activists  from  El  Salvador  and 
Nicaragua.  Mission  High  School,  3750 
18th  St  7  30- 10  30  p  m  566-2070 

MARCH  9  &  10:  WEST  COAST  CON- 
FERENCE on  Women  in  Central 
America,  featuring  panels,  workshops 
and  native  speakers  on  the  conditions 
of  women  living  in  Central  America. 
Mission  High  School,  3750 18th  St 
9am-530pm  , both  days  566-2070 


MARCH  10:  NEW  AGE  PSYCHIC  FAIR 
Astrologers,  tarot  and  psychic  readers, 
palmists,  holistic  health  healers,  and 
more  Noe  Valley  Ministry,  1021  Sanchez 
St  12-6 pm  584-8486 or 863-4048 

MARCH  10:  THE  DYNATONES  swing 
with  oldies,  rock  and  roll,  and  rhythm 
and  blues  El  Rio,  3158  Mission  St 
4-8 pm  282-3325 

MARCH  11 :  Disabled  writers'  POETRY 
READING,  led  by  members  of  the  San 
Francisco  Independent  Living  Re- 
source Center  Modern  Times 
Bookstore,  968  Valencia  St  7  30  p  m 
282-9246  i 

MARCH  11, 18. 25:  Monday  evening 
HEALTH  SERIES  continues  at  New 
College,  777  Valencia  St  7  30pm 
March  11  Biostatics  specialist  Dr  < 
Warren  Schonfeld  speaks  on  healing 
research  March  18  Fitness  instructor 
Joan  Porter  on  the  health  benefits  of 
exercise  March  25  Therapist  Diane 
Hira  Rose  on  balancing  male  and 
female  energies  626-1694 

MARCH  12:  FILM  PROGRAM  for  ages 
3-5  "Curious  George  Rides  a  Bike," 
"Remarkable  Riderless  Runaway 
Tricycle,"  and  "Harold  and  the  Purple 
Crayon  "  Noe  Valley  Library,  451  Jersey 
St  10and11am  285-2788 

MARCH  12:  First  meeting  of  "VISION 
AS  VOICE,"  a  six-week  creative  writing 
class  led  by  Noe  Valley  poet  Sally 
Abbott  Tuesday  evenings,  7-9  30  p  m 
648-7928 

MARCH  12:  FILM  PROGRAM  for  ages 
6  and  up  "The  Red  Balloon"  and  "Nunu 
and  the  Zebra  "  Noe  Valley  Library,  451 
Jersey  St  3  30pm  285-2788 

MARCH  13:  "Combatting  Internalized 
Sexism  and  Racism '  with  MARGO 
ADAIR— a  four-week  class  using 
meditations  from  Adair's  new  book, 
Working  Inside  Out  7  30  p  m  Call  for 
location,  861-6838 

MARCH  13  &  27,  APRIL  13:  Three 
two-hour  classes  in  FERTILITY  AWARE 
NESS  offered  by  District  Health  Center 
No  13850 17th  St  558-2015  or 
558-2545 

MARCH  13-APRIL  21:  EUREKA 
THEATRE  presents  "Husbandry "  the 
story  of  a  son  torn  between  family  farm 
tradition  and  life  in  the  city  Eureka 
Theatre.  2730 16th  Si  8  p  m  558-9898 

MARCH  14:  A  discussion  with  LOIS 
LEYNSE,  author  of  Women  and  Taxes, 
on  tax  strategies  and  financial  planning 
tor  women  Old  Wives  Tales,  1009 
Valencia  St  7  30pm  821-4675 

MARCH  14  &  29:  AFRO-CARIBBEAN 
MUSIC  with  Grupo  Cultural  The  16lh 
Note, 3160 16th St  8pm  621-1617 

MARCH  15:  "Snooze-U-Looze"  BLUE- 
GRASS  at  the  Meat  Market 
Coffeehouse,  4123  24th  St  8  p.m. 
285-5598 

MARCH  15:  FILM  SHORTS  (silent  and 
sound)  featuring  Charlie  Chaplin  and 
his  contemporaries  Noe  Valley  Cinema, 
1021  Sanchez  St  8pm  282-2317  or 
929-0382 

MARCH  16:  MARTIAL  ARTS  FOR 
CHILDREN.  Self-defense  class  for 
beginners  ages  7  and  up  San  Fran- 
cisco Women's  Do|0,  on  Market  near 
Castro  Saturdays,  12  30-1  30  pm 
647-4300 

MARCH  16:  FOLK  MUSIC  with  Margu- 
erite Millard  and  Mike  Statler  Meat 
Market  Coffeehouse,  4123  24th  St  8 
p  m  285-5598 

MARCH  16:  OPEN  HOUSE  at  the 
Noe/Eureka  Community  Boards  office, 
1195  Church  St  11  a  m  to  1  pm 

MARCH  16:  Walking  tour  of  MISSION 
DISTRICT  MURALS  conducted  by 
Precita  Eyes  Mural  Center,  348  Precita 
Ave  nearFolsom  1  30  pm  285-2287 


The  struggles  ol  Factwmo  (nght)  against  the  forces  ol  conservatism  and  nuclear 
proliferation  (left)  have  been  upgraded  to  an  opera,  which  will  be  premiered  by  the  San 
Francisco  Mime  Troupe  this  month  at  the  Victoria  Theatre 


MARCH  17:  SLIDESHOWof  the 
"Women  in  Struggle"  quilt,  with  Mary 
Hayes  Modern  Times  Bookstore,  968 
Valencia  St  7  p  m  282-9246 

MARCH  17:  "Peacefindmg  Through 
Understanding  a  CELEBRATION  OF 
IRISH  REALITIES,"  featuring  Irish  food, 
poetry,  music,  dance  and  story-telling 
Noe  Valley  Ministry,  1021  Sanchez  St 
Service  at  10  a  m  ,  followed  by  Irish 
meal  at  11  30  Entertainment 
12  30-3  p  m  282-2317 

MARCH  19-24:  Central  American 
REFUGEE  WALK  FOR  PEACE  from 
Sacramento  to  San  Francisco  Join  up 
with  the  walk  at  the  Golden  Gate  Bridge 
at  9am  on  Sunday,  March  24  (The 
march  is  scheduled  to  arrive  at  St 
Mary's  Cathedral  at  1  p  m  )  864-7404 
or  641 -7271 

MARCH  22:  Monica  Grant  sings  FOLK 
at  the  Meat  Market  Coffeehouse  4123 
24th St  8pm 

MARCH  22:  FILM  "My  Man  Godfrey." 
starring  Carole  Lombard  and  William 
Powell  Also  "Closed  Mondays, "  Will 
Vinton  s  award-winning  short  Noe 
Valley  Cinema  1021  Sanchez  St  8  p  m 
282-2317  or  929-0382 

MARCH  23:  PUPPET  SHOW.  "Super 
Mutt  Meets  Rainbowkid"  by  the 
Dragonfly  Puppet  Theater  Modern 
Times  Bookstore,  968  Valencia  St 
10  am  282-9246 

MARCH  23:  THE  BRASS  BAND  pins 
comedian  Will  Durst  for  a  lively  evening 
at  the  Noe  Valley  Music  series  Noe 
Valley  Ministry,  1021  Sanchez  St 
8  15  pm  282-2317 

MARCH  23:  WOMEN'S  LEADERSHIP 
ACHIEVEMENT  AWARDS,  presented 
by  labor  leader  Dolores  Huerta  of  the 
United  Farm  Workers  Women's  Build- 
ing, 3543  18th St  4-7 pm  431-1180 

MARCH  23-30:  SEARCH  PARTY  guitar 
duo  plays  the  Meat  Market  Cof- 
feehouse. 4123  24th  St  8  p  m 

MARCH  24:  TROPICAL  NIGHTS 
performs  salsa,  samba,  funk  and  jazz 
El  Rio,  3158  Mission  St  4-8  pm 
282-3325 

MARCH  25:  POETRY  AND 
SLIDESHOWwith  Gwen  Carmen, 
feminist  journalist  recently  returned 
from  Nicaragua  Modern  Times 
Bookstore,  968  Valencia  St  7  30p  m 
282-9246 

MARCH  27-MAY 12:  The  SAN  FRAN- 
CISCO MIME  TROUPE  presents  its 
latest  political  satire,  "Factwmo  The 
Opera,"  at  the  Victoria  Theatre,  2961 
16th  St  Wed -Sat,  8  pm,  Sun,  2  and 

7  pm  282-7032 

MARCH  28:  NEW  MUSIC  with  Suzy 
Soundz  The  16th  Note,  3160 16th  St 

8  30pm  621-1617 


MARCH  29:  Rarely  shown  SHORT 
FILMS  by  Russell,  Polanski  and  Syber- 
berg  Noe  Valley  Cinema,  1021  Sanchez 
St  8pm  282-2317 or 929-0382 

MARCH  29-31:  DANCE  PER- 
FORMANCE by  Jan  Van  Dyke  & 
Dancers  Footwork  Studio,  3221  22nd 
St  8  30pm  824-5044 

MARCH  30:  ROVA  SAXOPHONE 
QUARTET  plays  a  blend  of  avant  garde 
iazz  and  new  music  Noe  Valley  Music, 
1021  Sanchez  St  8  15  p  m  282-2317 

MARCH  31 :  "Healing  and  Staying 
Whole."  a  SEMINAR  led  by  Tony  Piazza, 
certified  Rolfer,  and  Charles  Werner, 
who  practices  energy  balancing  and 
consciousness  work  Noe  Valley 
Ministry,  1021  Sanchez  St  l-5pm 
587-3172  or  922-3478 

MARCH  31 :  REGGAE  with  Vision 
El  Rio,  3158  Mission  St  4-8  pm 
282-3325 

MARCH  31 :  "Super  Break  Sunday,"  a 
BENEFIT  SHOW  featuring  break 
dancing,  tap.  rap  bands,  and  members 
of  Pickle  Family  Circus  Sponsored  by 
the  SF  Street  Breakers,  a  non-profit 
youth  outreach  organization  Palace  of 
Fine  Arts  Theatre  Marina  &  Lyon 
Streets  4-9 pm  285-8759 or 
892-1925 


The  Scoop  on 
CALENDAR 

Please  send  Calendar  items  before  the 
15th  day  of  the  month  preceding  month 
of  issue  to  the  Noe  Valley  Voice,  1021 
Sanchez  St ,  San  Francisco,  CA  94114 
Items  are  published  on  a  space- 
available  basis,  with  Noe  Valley  neigh- 
borhood events  receiving  priority 
Please  note  the  deadline  for  the  April 
issue  is  March  15 


*  I  x\pPY  ST  pATiciCK  s  bzvy  -* 


